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H. vino read and confidered the 
Circular Loney drawn up by you, read and approved 
by the Aſſociation met at Horſley, in Glouceſter- 
hire, July 3d and 4th, 1789; and finding myſelf, 
and ſome doctrines which I believe to be true, le- 
velled at; I have preſumed to make a few remarks 
on the performance; and humbly inſcribe them to 
your Name, and ſubmit them to 8 8 | 
You inform us 


There n extremes in religion, which are too 
we think it our duty to guard you. The one is fiery, 
* —— ill-natured Zeal and Bigotry; and the | 
“ ather, 2 Tempers of mind v 
e 
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+ both of them highly diſhonourable to God oa Religion, 
1 and yery injurious to our own ſouls.“ 


Pray, Sir, did you ever ſee or hear of any man 
that ever fell into more fiery, ungovernable, ill- 
-natured zeal, bigotry—and I add, wrath and indig- 
nation, to0—againſt any mortal living, than Mr, 
Evans fell into and diſcoyered againſt William 
Huntington, when he preached at Briſtol? And, 
pray, what provoked him? Nothing in the doc- 

trine that he could overthrow ; nor in the life of the 
preacher, that he could condemn, It muſt have 
been the crowded audience, and the power of 

. God, that kindled his indignation ; and, if ſo, his 

hatred had no other cauſe than that which the world 

| may plead againſt the ſovereign grace of God. 

| Example, Sir, goes before precept. When thou 

; teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf alſo? He 

WM who binds a burden on other men's ſhoulders ſhould 
3H touch it firſt with his own finger. The man who 

N gets into Moſes's chair, and bids others obſerve his 

| precepts, while they are obliged to ſhun his works, 

kxkxpoſes himſelf to the old wann Fr Fer 
ad 85 dye | 


oo 5 thoſe whoa in 1 of the firſt of * evils 
1 remember the words of our divine Maſter to his diſciples, 
£ when they were for calling for fire from heaven to con- 

e ſume the Samaritans Ye know not what manner of 


1 e * are . * You * perhaps, (as though our 
| WE 
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n Lord had ſaid) that you are actuated only by zeal for me 


t and my: honour, but you are really influenced by a ſpirit 
% f pride and ſelf. importance. And is not this too often 


10 the caſe with fiery zealots now? Come, ſee my zeal | e 
1 ſays Jehu; but ſelf was at the bottom, and his zeal was 
©. more for his own glory than that of the Lord of Hoſts. 
<6 It is good to be always zealouſly affected in à good thing; 
« but we ſhould take heed that our zeal do not degenerate _ 
« into rancour̃; and that we do not violate the mild and 
«© benevolent ſpirit of the goſpel, under the n pre- 
« tence of zeal for the truths of it.” 577 3 


ETD . __ 0 
3 * 


There A nothing 0 unk that ſtaggers me 
more than the conſciences of ſome profeſſing men. 
Had I been left to myſelf to diſcover*1 in the pulpit 
ſuch malice and indignation againſt z any man, (chat 
I believed in my conſcience to be a child of God) 
as Mr. Evans did againſt me, F could no more 
have ſent ſuch a paragraph as this i into the world; - 
than I could have expected to be faved without 
pardon, or hope for heaven without grace; © My 
_ conſcience would have condemned me for hypocriſy 
in every line, and rnade me lay down my pen: and 
ſo would yours, if ſhe had done her office; and, as 
ſhe did not, theſe ſmooth things of yours betray no 
ſmall degree of inſenſibility, diſtance from God, and 
hardneſs of heart. Did you remember the words of 
pour divine Maſter? Did you know what ſpirit you 
were of? Was you not influenced by a ſpirit of 
5 pride and ſelf-i importance, like Jehu? Was 'nbt ſelf 
1 t the bottom? And was not your zeal and malice 
© OF, ? 3 for 


6 & PETRA: 10 PHB 
of Hoſts, when you folk - the lightning fron heaven, 
upon the perſon, miniſtry, and reputation, of the 
coalheaver? Do you not, Sir, condemn your con- 
duct by your own pen, and expoſe yourſelf to the 
judgment of the Lord out of your own mouth ? 
For you can ſhew no juſt eauſe or impediment why | 
I ſhould fall under all your degenerate rancour, and 
be fmally exeluded from. the mild and benevolent 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, (that you eontend for) under 
* 85 zeal for the truths of 1 it. 


4% 1 1 3 the oppoſite fatal extreme of cold 
« indifference. Let no pretenee of charity betray: you inte 
zn indifference to truth. Load not with anathemas thoſe 
_ «6-that differ from you about what is truth, but do not give 
them reaſom to defpife you for your indifference to what 
« you profeſs to receive as truth. Without pretending to 

judge the ſtate of any individual who does not receive 2 
« truth that which you do, youw-eannat flight or be mdiffe- . 
«© rent about truth- itſelf, any. ane known truth, without 
*<, offering the higheſt inſult ta the God of Truth, and pre- 
1 cluding yourſelves from thoſe important advantages which 
« thoſe who receive it in the love of it are ſure to derive 
4 ou * | 


It is a good. thing, 8 — the five againt 
' a cald; indifference; but the doctrine” of this letter 
will never ftir up the hallowed, fire of a lukewarm. 
proſeſſor. Nothing can warm a cold heart, rekin- 
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dle an expiring ſpark, or enflame the ſoaking flat, 
but a ſpintual union with him who is lfraePs Holy 
Flame, and Zion's Refiner's Fire. All fire that is 

not fetched from this Altar will prove but ſparks of 
our own kindling. You enforce heat without 
union: I tuo lis together, they baue heat ; but how 
can one be warm alone? Eccleſ. iv. 11. When Je- 
ſus communes with us by the way, and opens to us 
the Scriptures, then it is that our hearts burn within 
u: but you are calling for warmth without union, 
communion, or fellowſhip; and, to tell you the 
truth; reverend Sir, this letter of yours is as much 
influenced by the climate of the frigid zone as any 
heart ever was in the Laodicean church of old. I 
would adviſe you, therefore, to procure a live coal 
from the Altar firſt yourſelf: it is that which makes 
a a miniſter a flaming fire; and, when a burning and 

a ſhining light is ſet on the candleſtick, it will give 
a light to all that are in the houſe, and ſet the 
ſmoaking flax in a flame. There is no communi- 


cating the ſweet influences. of Pleiades without 


removing the frozen bands of Orion. Job xxxviii. 
Abo 15 
Seven times, in this ſhort ee you enforce 
the word ruth. But pray, Sir, what is truth? A 
ſevenfold knowledge, communicated by the pro- 
miſed light of ſeven days, (Ifa. xxx. 26) will keep. 


a a ſaint from © indifference about the truth.” The 


firſt is, a cordial reception, in mecknels, of the in- 
| KY Sy 
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grafted oor of truth, with a perſuaſion chat it is 
indeed and in truth the word of God; being attended 
with the Spirit and Power of truth, who ſheds abroad 
in the heart the everlaſting love of the God truth, 
which ſweetly draws the ſoul to him that is the way 
to the Father, the truth of the bible, and the /ife of 
the ſaint; and all this accompanied with the rue 
witneſs of the Spirit, in the court of Conſcience, that 
ſuch a happy ſoul is juſtified, adopted, and ſealed 
up by the Spirit of God to the day of eternal re- 
demption ; having the knowledge of the true God, 
which is eternal life. This is truth in the abſtract, 
truth in the heart, and in the head; in the power 
of it, in the light of it, in the experience of it, in 
the love of it, and in the enjoyment of it. If you | 
do not diſcover and enforce the powerful applica- 
cation and operation of the Spirit of truth upon the 
hearts, minds,” and conſciences 'of men, as-well as 
the word, how ſhall we know a' true preacher of 
the kingdom of God, which is in power, from a | 
mere pretender to it, who endeavours to make it 
ſtand i in word ? You know, reverend Sir, that Ba- 
laam propheſied, truth, while he was united to the 
father of lies, in the very bond of iniquity :' and 
others did the ſame in the apoſtles' days; on which 
account Paul calls, not for the ſpeech of them that are 
puffed up, but the Pn ; oa the en of Go ts 
not in a 3 


7 * 


40 Is : 


« Is the Goſpel a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ae- 
« ceptation, and hall zwe receive it as though it were of no 
importance whether we receive it or got? Shall we pre- 
ci tend to receive it, and yet ſcarcely think it worthy an in- 
« quiry what it is, what truth it contains, what hopes it 
« jnſpires, what proſpects it opens? Are there hereſies 
| « 'which, without raſhly pronouncing upon any individual 
„ who may fall into them, are in their nature and general 
«tendency deſtructive, and hall we not be anxious to dif- 
« cover and avoid them? Are there truths revealed which 
« are the wiſdom of God, and the. power of God unto 
ie ſalvation, and Hall we not be defirous to know, embrace 
„ them, and feel the energy of them working in us? 


| Shall we receive the Goſpel as though it were of 
no importance? &c. This Shall wwe, Shall we not, 
favours too much of the old caſk. Arguments, 
bottomed on the old foundation, and enforced by 
the energy of Free-will, never do any execution 
like thoſe that are diſcharged from God's quiver. 
When you have ſpent all the forcible weapons of 
Free- agency, then make uſe of a few from the ſo- 
vereign and abſolute will of God, and you will ſoon 
make way through the joints of the ſinner's harneſs. 
A hardened ſinner, or careleſs profeſſor, will eſteem 
ſuch artillery as ſtraw; and a brazen; brow will re- 
pel them as rotten wood. If the reinforcements of 
Free- agency had ſerved you as they did Peter, we 
ſhould have had a pure language from you, like 
that of the rue circumciſion, who: rejoice in Chriſt, and 
have no confidence in the fleſh. It is for Want of be- 
0 | ing 
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ning emptied from veſſel to veſſel that fo nch of the 
old lees appears in the cup; and for want of the 
ſpringing-well in the heart, the dregs of the old 
fountain make the ſtreams ron turbid: that which 
flaws from the fountain of life, through the throne 
of God and the Lamb, is. clear as cryſtal, and may 
well be compared to a ſ% of ow 7, becauſe it diſco- 
vers every ſpot or wrinkle, both in body and foul ; 
and ſo you world have faid, if you had looked 
through it, as Paul, Daniel, and Fob, did. The 
firſt was ftruck blind; the ſecond had all his come- 
lineſs turned to corruption; and the laſt abhorred 
himfelf, and repented in duſt and aſbes. 


« Are there truths revealed whichatethewifdom of God, 
and power of God unto ſalvation? And ſhall we not be 
«© defirous to know, embrace them, and feel Wan of 55 
them working i in us“ | | 


The Goſpel, which teſtifies of Chriſt, who is the 
wiſdom of God, and the power of God to falvation, 
is certainly revealed; but you will never deſire to 
feel the energy of it working in you with a holy de- 
fire, until you are quickened by the Holy Ghoſt to 
| feel the need of it. The dead, unawakened, un- 

alarmed finner, bids God depart from him, and tells 
him he deſires not the knowledge of his ways. 1 
| cannat. (conceive how a man can be a minifter of 
Chriſt, if he never experimentally knew, nor was 
ever 
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ever * to feel, this energetic power of truth 
working in him. Can a man be a miniſter of the 
Goſpel who never embraced-it? Can he be a miniſ- 
ter of the Spirit without being endued with power 
from on high, by receiving the Holy Ghoſt? 
Does a © defire to know, embrace, and feel this 
© energy,” make an Evangeliſt? I ſuppoſe-not. It 
is not a defire after theſe things that makes a miniſ- 
ter of Chriſt, or a member of Chriſt : Ir is the defire 
accompliſhed that is fwweet to the ſoul; and it. is that 
ſweetneſs that makes a man both a member and a 
miniſter. He muſt eat Ezekiel's roll before he can 
handle the law lawfully (Ezek. iii. 1), and digeſt 
John's little book (Rev. x. 9), before he can preach 
the Gofpel evangelically. Without knowing, em- 
bracing, and feeling this energy, a preacher is no 
more than a mere impoſtor; and a member is no 
better than a withered branch, or an active hypo- 


Are there thoſe who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, 
* believe a lie, and receive the Goſpel of the grace of God 
in vain, and Hall not we take heed to ourſelves, leſt we 

fall into ſo awful a condemnation? Are there any of you, 
. ** brethren, either with reſpect to principle or practice, ſink- 
« ing into lukewarmneſs and indifference? Suffer us to 
* ſound an alarm amongſt you. How long halt ye be- 
®* twixt two opinions? Tf the Lord be God, follow him; 
n, follow him. 


If 
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If a man holds the truth in unrighteouſneſs; ot 

receives the Goſpel notionally into his judgment, 
while he remains in an unjuſtified ſtate, the father 

of lies has certainly the poſſeſſion of his heart; yet 
it is the truth (not a lie) that he is ſaid to Hold: nor 
will a hypocrite's taking heed prevent this awful 
end. Some are before of old ordained to this con- 
demnation. Special grace and good heed always 

go together: it is the gracious man that takes heed 

to hie 1 | 


6 ge hy any of you, brethren, Ather with THI to 
& principle or practice, ſinking i into lukewarmneſs and iti 
difference? Suffer us to ſound an alarm amongſt you. 
„% How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be 
& God, bee him; but if Baal, er him.“ 


: 


Are Abe ad indi ference two opinions ? 
Can either of theſe be called opinions or ſentiments ? 
And can any man be perſuaded in his mind that 
either of theſe your opinions is God? Are not Juke- 
warmneſs and indifference one and the fame thing ? 
And are they not rather fleſhly ahd deviliſh ſegſations 
than opinions? And which of theſe wo opinions is 
God? If Iukewarmne % be God, we are to follow 
that; but if ind; Herence be God, we muſt follow 
that. Lukewarmneſs and Indifference are neither 
God nor Baal. Theſe might as well be called 
Carnal Eaſe or Sloth as Opinions, and Senſations 

os, inſtead 
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faſtead of Principles; and as to people's- Holding 


 lukewarnneſs in practice, they rather hold it in death; 

for ſuch ſouls, with reſpect to religion, are motion - 
leſs. Away with Morpheus! and away with Baal! 
God never ſlumbers nor ſleeps; nor is Satan ever 
idle. You have ſounded an alarm, indeed! and an 
uncertain ſound it is; and who ſhall prepare for the 
battle? For you have not told us which of "theſe 


Opinions is God, nor which we are to follow; and 


therefore we muſt go halting on, until you ſound a 


ſecond alarm, which, it is to be hoped, will-be more 


clear, and give a more ſure warning. I perceive 

there is a deal of difference between divinity diſ- 

tilled at a ſeminary, and that which is drawn from 
the alembic of an experienced, ſavoury, unftyaue 
heart. But we muſt 8⁰ on — 7 


% Surely it is hich time for us + all. miniſters and people, 
to awake out of ſleep, to contend earneſtly for the faith 
£5 once delivered to the ſaints, to hold faſt the form of ſound 
66 words in a ſpirit of Goſpel meekneſs and love, to become 
“ yaliant for the truth, and to direct our conſtant, warmeſt 
real, to the promotion of truth and holineſs. Is not the 
„ enemy buſy ſowing tares? And Hal we ſleep? Shall we 
$6 be leſs zealous 1 in my goed ſeed?” 


It is certainly high time to awake out of fleep, 
when the alarm has been ſounded ; and it is abſo- 
„ N to . the People which of your 

| Opinions 


? 
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cds h Sed, that they may keow whith to E.. 


low when they have beſtirred themſelves ; and whe- 
ther this imaginary deity be raking, and muſt be 
attended to; or parſing, and muſt be joined with ; 
or e 4 journey, and muſt be waited for; or perad- 


as well as the people. You have alarmed them, 
* and called them forth to contend earneſtly for | the 
* faith once delivered to the ſaints;” but have not 
told them which of your Opinions is the object of 
faith; nor have you given any account of the Spirit 
of faith, the doctrines of faith, or the grace of faith, 
flowing from either of thoſe Opinions. They are 
to hold faſt the form of found words; which we 
muſt look a little farther for, for as yet we have 
found but few ſound words—deſs found - divinity, 

and but little ſound ſenſe. Sound words are like 

mails faſened by the Maſter of aſſemblies, given 

forth from one Shepherd ; and they muſt come to 
the heart in power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
much aſſurance, to make a ſound divine, Such 
ſouls, and only ſuch, will hold the form of ſound 
words, or keep the good thing committed to them 
by the Holy Ghoft, which dwelleth in them. Tell- 
ing people to be © valiant for the truth, and to direct 
«their warmeſt zeal in the promotion of truch and 
« holineſs,” without ſending them to the Lord Je- 


ds for ftrengrh, armour, and fortitude, and for 


mercy and grace to help them in every time of need, 


venture in @ ſleep, and need an alarm to wake him, a 
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& acting. like an Egyptian taſk - maſter demanding 
brick without ſtraw ; and telling them to * dire? 
cc their warmeſt zeal,” without ſending them to 
the altar of fire, and pointing out that wiſdom and 
arm of Power that has promiſed to direct their 
work in truth, and hold them up in their goings, & - 
only ſetting them to beat the air. You ſhould, Sir, - 
have ſet the Saviour before them, who is the Truth, 
and made of God ſanctification to his people; and 
enforce the neceſſity of the Spirit of Truth, who 
ſanctifies the Elect, and makes them meet for the 
inheritance of the Saints in light. Is the enemy 
« buſy in ſowing tares, and fall we Beep? \Shull 
cr we be lefs zealous in ſowing good ſeed ? If the 
ſeedſman has nothing to encourage him, but this | 
Shall tur, Shall not wwe, he will ſoon fall aſleep in 
the field. It is God that gives ſeed to the ſower, 
and bread to the cater ; and that ſends the ſeedſman 
forth, inſtructs him to diſcretion, teaches him, and 
works with him. All this comes forth; not from 
Ma, nor from Hall aue, but from the Lord of Hoſts, 
who is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in <oorking. 


When the Egyptians wept to Pharaoh for bread 
for their houſchold, and ſeed for their ground, he 

ſeat them to Joſeph; and you ſhould ſend them to 
Chriſt, got to themſelves. Ye is not che Trinity ; 
nor is Shall wwe the will of God. His powerful will 
enult influence our Shall, or we ſhall-do but little 


good, 


« The 


* A LETTER) ro THE 

« The two grand objects of your zeal ſhould be truth 
5 and holineſs, the one riſing up out of the other, and bo 
ee conngRed.gogether.” 
I I think the grand object of a ſaint's zeal ſhould 
be the glory of God. Phinehas was zealous for 
* my ſake,” ſaith Jehovah : he was: zealous for 
« His God. Numb. xxv. 11. 13. Nor does 
tc holineſs riſe up out of truth.” God is Holineſs 
and Truth; Chriſt is the Holy One and the Truth; 
the Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of Truth and Holi- 

neſs; and God's Word is true and holy. Sanctify 
them through thy Truth - thy Word is truth. Truth 
and Holineſs come to the Elect together, and both 

ſpring up and influence the life and converſation of 
the ſaint together. Truth comes to the Elect in 
power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance; 
and they ſpring up together. Holineſs does not 
riſe up out of truth, and leave truth at the bottom: 
holineſs always takes truth with it; and, whether as 
an abiding principle or an influential _ w 
always abide or el in Connexion, PROD 


7 « 1 
# # F * 


, There are ſome who are for ever dwelling, in a ary, 
5 « ſyReratic jejune, unedifying manner, upon what they 

ec call the doctrines of the Goſpel ; but the ſpirit; the life, the 
e power of the Goſpel, they are ſtrangers to. And accord 
* ingly you will find ſuch congregations, for the moſt part, 
% made up, not of humble, godly, ſpiritual, active, uſeful, 
$6 + benevolent Chriſtians ; but of four, ill-natured, carping, 
e conceited 


* * . 


% 
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1 conceited bigots, and ſubtle caſuiſts; no more, in their 
c« ſpirit and temper, like their bleſſed Maſter, than the 
« oloom of midnight is like the beauty and ſplendour of 5 
the cheerful opening 2 8 


If this Letter had contained any thing like the 
pure doctrines of the Goſpel, I ſhould have thought 
the author had been writing againſt himſelf; for 
this is as © dry, unſyſtematic, jejune, unedifying,” 

an Epiſtle, as ever I peruſed in my life: there is 
neither ſpirit, life, nor power, in it. A good man's 
heart is generally known by the good treaſure that 
comes from it, and a ſpiritual man by the ſpiritual 
fruit that he bears; but who can ſay that this Letter 
is either weighty or powerful, without belying his 
_ conſcience, and giving flattering titles to the author? 
How can a people be © humble, godly, fpiritual, 
active, uſefu}, or benevolent,” when they have 
nothing to work upon but a miſcarrying womb, nor 
any thing ſet before them but a dry breaſt? A falſe * 
gift (faith the wiſe Man) is like a cloud without rain; 
it can only diſappoint the thirſty and dry land. If 
the preacher be humble, godly, ſpiritual, active, 
ce uſefub and benevolent,” the flock will partake of 
his grace; it will be, Like pecple, like prieft : but, if 
he be an inſtrument without life, what can they be 
but a congregation of the dead? Dropping ſuch | 
dry fragments as theſe upon a lifeleſs people, is like. 
committing the body to the ground—it is the dead 
burying the dead. A congregation made up of 
e B Gn 
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& ſour, ill-natured, carping, conceited bigots, and» 
« ſubtle caſuiſts, no more, in ſpirit and temper, like 
de their bleſſed Maſter, than midnight gloom is like 
te the cheerful day,” can never belong to Chriſt. 
How then can the Saviour be the S, Maſter of 

| ſuch a herd a8 this, who have no likeneſs to him, 

either i in ſpirit or in temper? No more like him 
than midnight. gloom is like the cheerful opening 
day. If a people be not at all like Chriſt, they can 
| have nothing of his image; if not at all like him in 
| ſpirit, they cannot. be partakers of his Spirit; and, 
if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
of his. Then how can he be the bleſſed Maſter. of 
ſuch? And, if no more like him than midnight 
gloom 1 is to the opening day, they cannot be chil- 
dren of the Day, nor children of Light: they muſt 
be children of the Night, and of Darkneſs; they 
are ſubjecis of the Devil's kingdom, never being 

delivered from the powers of darkneſs, nor tranſlat- ä 

ed into the kingdom of God's s dear wa, | 


„ Others, again, through an apparent zeal for holineſs, 
too much feem to neglect the grand, leading, heart-reyiv- | 
ing doctrines of the Goſpel; and inſiſt upon nothing but 
66 duty and obligation. They erect a ſuperſtruQture with- 
* out a foundation to ſupport it. They ſeek for fruit 
« without making good the tree that is to bear it. They 
expect the end without duly uſing the means: they 
might as well ſeek grapes from thorns, or figs from thif- 
« tles, The doQrines of the Goſpel muſt be explained. 
66 ae | 


——_— £ 8 
* 


Arr. eL 2vAng 0 


wa * and applied to your hearts by the good 1. 
<6 of God, beforè you can bring forth fruit unto God, of 
« ſhew forth his praiſe. © Truth and holineſs are what God 
* hath joined together, and we ſhould: never, therefore, 
C think of putting them aſunder. oa | 


This looks a lctle like found dai: ; "dg is not 
fo much tainted with the old caſk as the greateſt 
part is. There can be no true holineſs, either in 
heart or life, till the ſoul-reviving doctrines of the 
Goſpel are applied to the heart by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
nor can the ſuperſtructure go up on our moſt holy 
faith till faith mix with the word, and love unite the 
living ſtone to the glorious Foundation. © Infiſt- 
ce ing. upon nothing but duty and obligation, en- 
forcing moral dutics, and bringing believing ſouls 
under an obligation to the yoke of bondage, as their 
only rule of life, is making them obligated and in- 
debted to the law, and to the works of it, inſtead of 
the grace of God: whereas we know that we are 
_ debtors to grace, and are to be ſaved to the praiſe 
of his grace; and he will diſplay the riches of it, 

even in glory, by Jeſus Chriſt. But theſe are not 
the means which God hath appointed to obtain the 
| glorious end: Grace begins the work at firſt, and 
makes them meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
at laſt. © I ſend thee,” [Paul] ſays the Saviour, 
ce to open blind eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ce neſs to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 


e that they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and in- 1 5 
B 2 ä " * herirancs 7 
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. heritance among them which are fanQified, by 
« faith that is in me.” Acts xxvi. 18. Here we 
have deliverance from blindneſs of mind, and from 
the Devil himſelf; forgiveneſs of all our ſins, the 
glorious inheritance, and ſanctification, or a meet- 
neſs for it, alſo; and all this by faith that is in 
| Chriſt. Driving believers to the law, and ſetting | 
; that continually before them as their only rule of. 
e; inſiſting upon nothing but dry duty and ob- 
te ligation ;” is building a ſuperſtructure without a 
foundation, as you juſtly obſerve, becauſe it is draw- 
ing ſouls from an union with the Foundation that 
| God has laid in Zion, in order to gender their minds 
with the rock of Horeb. It is, as you aſſert, ſeek- 
ing fruit without making the tree good; and ex- 


' petting a glorious end by means of the law, inſtead 


of making uſe of the means of grace, And they may 
as well expe& grapes from thorns, or figs from 
| thiſtles, as any fruit in that legal way of © duty and 
ec obligation,“ to the moral law. The doctrines of 
the Goſpel muſt be explained, underſtood, and ap- 
plied to the heart by the powerful Spirit of God, 
before any fruit can be brought forth to his glory; 
and the ſinner muſt be created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 


and be a veſſel formed for the Lord, before he can 


ſhew forth his praiſe: and this new creation conſiſts 
In being renewed in knowledge; it is a new crea- 
tion in Chriſt, a creation after his image, in righte- 
ouſneſs and true boline/s. He, therefore, who has a 
wrong experimental knowledge, of God, has the 

een 
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righteouſneſs of faith on him, and the Holy Ghoſt 
in him, and he #s à new creature—and as many as 
alt according to this RULE, (that is, who walk in 
the light of the knowledge of God, in the faith of 
his righteouſneſs, and in the Spirit) they walk in 
newneſs of life—mercy on ſuch, and peace, and upon 
the I/rael of Cod. Truth and holineſs are to be 
found in ſuch ſouls, and in no other. This laſt. 
quatation, Sir, is a morſel of Par wag well-worded 
Antinomianiſm, | 7 2 0 | 


» It is 9 to obſerve how Pe: the A. of 
„ Goſpel i is obſtructed by thoſe who profeſs the greateſt . 
40 zeal for the advancement and ſpread of it. We confeſs, 
i brethren, we cannot witneſs without a kind of ſecret 
« horror the ſhocking manner in which the Goſpel is mu- 

<< tilated, tortured, and disfigured, by the Socinians on the 
«+ one hand, and debaſed and put to open ſhame by the 
« Antinomians on the other. May God help you in the 
40 l . to bear your my n againſt 
66 both.” 77 | | 


g It is pombe Sir, to ſee ſuch men as 5 Soci- 
nians labouring ſo hard againſt the only Rock of 
falvation; and exerting all their parts, abilities, 
learning, time and talents, to lay a foundation for 
their hope in the duſt: for, if the Saviour be not 
the ſelf- exiſtent, independent, and eternal Jehovah, 
. he cannot redeem his brethren, nor pay a ranſom to 
God for them. Vain is the ſalvation of man: no 
man can quicken his own ſoul. T ruſt not in 

B 3 | | 6 man, | 
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ee man,” ſaith the Lord; © nor in the ſon of man, 
© in whom there is no help.“ He who denies the 
divinity of Chriſt, and yet calls him a Saviour, and 
puts his truſt in him, is curſed of God for making 
fleſh his arm ; and he who truſts in abſolute, unin- 
carnate Deity, flies to a conſuming fire, and makes 
his bed in hell. The new and living Way is confe- 
erated through the veil of bis fleſh, and it is only with- 
in that veil that Hope can find an anchorage. De- 
nying the Saviour to be God, is charging the fami- 
ly of heaven and earth with idolatry; and God 
with being the author of it, who has expreſsly com- 
manded the angels of heaven, and the daughters of 
Zion, to worſhip his firſt-begotten. And, if he be 
not God to all intents and purpoſes, all are curſed 
by the Eternal Law who have obeyed the Divine 
mandate in falling down and worſhipping him. 
But, though the Socinian's neck cannot ſubmit to 
the ſceptre of Chriſt's gtace, yet the time ſnall 
come when every knee ſhall bow to the iron rod 
of his juſtice : all that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall 
bow before him, and his enemies ſhall lick the 
duſt; > cps eb fc ſhall Is co doatiren 
7% ri | | 

But, is it not more ie Sir, u Ty hear of 

Socinians and Arians bearing the title of Doctors of 
Divinity.? If Chrift be not God, it could not be the 
Spirit of him in Noah, and in all the prophets and 
apoſtles, that 'penne bag Bible; Law) 92 he be not 
2 VE LES | ** . | God, 


* 
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God, the Scriptures cannot teſtify of him, nor can 
his word be ſpirit and life. If the author be no 
more than a creature, the doctrine can only be na- 
tural, If the author be not divine, the doctrine 
cannot be divinity. Then what becomes of D. D. 
Doctor of Divinity? It falls to the ground, and 
makes room for N. N. Natural Novice, or Novice 
Nature. However, they fulfil the Scriptures as 
well as others. Some are of old ordained to this 
condemnation; ſome ſhall ſtumble and fall, and be 
broken, and be ſnared, and be taken. The wiſe 
are to be caught in their own craftineſs; falſe pro- 
phets muſt come; and ſtrong deluſions are to be 
ſent, and credited, that all may be damned who op- 
poſe the truth, and take pleaſure in unrighteouſnels. 


I be preſcience of God is the ſeal of the ſure foun- 


dation; the elect ſhall never be finally deceived, 

nor can they ever be loſt, It is lamentable to fee 
ſuch blaſphemous hereſies publiſhed yet the la- 
mentation, mourning, and woe, is the heritage ap- 
pointed to ſuch herefies'; it is to > be the 8 
their own cup. 

But, as to their „ «turing the 
& Goſpel,” the Goſpel ſtill remains what it ever 
was. The crafty ſyſtems that are diſtilled from 
their brains is no more like the law of faith than the 
Alcoran is like the Book of Life. The everlaſting 
Goſpel will remain in the hand of the Spirit, and in 
the heart of the Elect, to be the power of God to: u- 
| N . and will ſhine like the 
— B 4 & | ſun, 
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ſun, without any adulteration or disfiguration, when 


Arians and Socinians are gone to their place; hav- 
ing filled up their meaſure, and brought on them- | 
ſelves the ſwift deſtruction denounced againſt all 
who deny the Lord that bought them. 
What you have ſaid, Sir, againſt the Socinian, is 
juſt: but it is not enough to inſiſt upon an acknow- 
ledgment of the myſtery of God; and of the Father, and 
' of Chriſt, Col. ii. 2. but upon the experience and 
enjoyment of the love of God, the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This muſt be known and felt by every ſoul that 
enters the kingdom of God. Deſtitute of this, ſin- 
ners are without God, without Chriſt, and without 
hope in the world: they are earthly, ſenſual, and 
deviliſh; having not the Spirit ; knowing nothing 
but what they know naturally; and it is at the 
peril of their ſouls to take God's covenant in their 
To diſpute chemo out Wy all their profeice, their 
religion, their aſſumption of the miniſterial office, 
and out of all claim upon God, Chriſt, and the 
word, by calling for their experience, miſſion and 
commiſſion from God; is a more effectual way 
than following them through the regions of dark- 
. neſs, where Satan appears in the front, his armour- 
- bearer in the centre, and the witneſs of truth in the 
rear: whereas the ſoldier of Chriſt ſhould ſtand faſt 
by the ſtandard, and call for a reaſon of his hope, 
and the experience that wrought it; and pam 
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him upon the kingdom « of Satan if he be deſtiture 
of it. 2 755 | 


«© The ic Goſpel is mutilated, tortured, and disfigured, by 
c the Socinians on the one hand, and debaſed and put to 
open ſhame by the Antinomians on the other. May 
«© God help you, in the Spirit of Chriſt, to bear your ena 
1 ory againſ both!“ 


I do not know what ſort of Antinomians you, 
have got in that part of the country; but, if they 
debaſe the Goſpel, and put it, or Chriſt, to an open 
ſhame, they do deſpite to the Spirit of grace, are 
certainly entangled in the great tranſgreſſion, and 
muſt be nigh unto curſing. But ſome who are 
called Antinomians in London are quite of another 
caſt: they are charged with exalting Chriſt at the 
expence of Moſes; inſtead of exalting him at the 
good pleaſure of God, who hath ſo highly exalted 
him, as to give him a name above every name, that 
of Mgſes not excepted. Exalting Chriſt above 
| Moſes; contending for the doctrines of the Goſpel; 
_ enforcing the Spirit's work on the ſoul; and inſiſt- 
ing upon good works, ſpringing from union with 
| Chriſt, the influence of the Spirit, and being per- 
formed under the dominion of grace ; together with 
a ſervice in the newneſs of the Spirit, worſhip in 
ſpirit and in truth; and all this without the works 
of the law, or even calling it the /aint's only rule of 
Hare the heavy and dreadful changes which are 
, brought 
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brought i in againſt ſome who are called Antinomjans 
in London. You charge your fort with © debaſing 
« the Goſpel ;” but, in this metropolis, they are 
charged with debaſing the Law, calling the cove- - 
nant of grace the better covenant, ſetting the law 
of faith above the law of Moſes, and the works of 
faith above the works of the law. Moreover, if 
any preacher dare to aſſert that the whole of the 
haw's requirements is holineſs, righteouſneſs, and 
love to God and man; for which it promiſes life ; 
but that it cannot give either life, or any qualifica- 
tions for it—he is an Antinomian. And, if it be. 
infifted upon that holineſs comes by the Spirit; 
righteouſneſs by imputation; love to God by the Holy 
Ghoſt; that they receive everlaſting life by faith, 
which is the gift of God through our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; and that be righteouſneſs of the law is ful- 
Filled in ſuch who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
_ the Spirit—then they are ſaid to make void the law 
through faith. This is che judgment of our London 
Evangeliſts at preſent: ſo that the righteouſneſs of 
| God, and eternal life,” revealed in the Goſpel, ap- 
plied by the Spirit, and received by faith that work- 
eh by love, does not eſtabliſh the law; nor is the 
| righteouſneſs of it fulfilled in ſuch fouls, but Anti- 
Bochian kaven has fermented chem. IT 


K of But, perhaps, we have more reaſon to guard you apainft 5 
the poifonvus influence of a corrupt Antinomian leaven, 
than the more open attacks of Socinianiſm. Antinomi- 
ator | „ aniſm 


on 
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& aniſm comes to you under the guiſe of an angel of light, 
4+ and is therefore the more dangerous. It pretends to ex- 
« alt the free and ſovereign grace of God, to reduce the 
% creature to nothing, and make God and Chriſt all in all. 
% Now this is very right. The grace of God is free and 
% ſovereign; we are all become guilty before God; and it 
* is by grace alone we are ſaved through faith, not of works, 
& leſt any man ſhould boaſt. But wherein does falvation 
„ confiſt? Is ſanctification no part of it? Or, is ſanctifica- 
& tion not the work of God's Spirit in us, as our Cate- 
0 chiſm aſſerts; but the holineſs of Chriſt imputed to us, 


4% a8 the e e maintain * 


Jus, ee to cn jagen Antinomian 
leaven, which-ſe's Moſes at the foot of Jehovah the 
Saviour, is worſe than the open attacks of Socinian- 
iſm, which debaſes him to the level of a creature, if 
not to that of a vile impoſtor. « This leaven 
« comes. under the guiſe of an angel of light, 
« and is the more dangerous.” In London, Sir, 
Antinomianiſm is called black, rank, - deviliſh, 
and damnable; and, if it bears thoſe dark colours, 
it cannot be compared to an angel of light. The 
legal preachers who brought the Corinthians into Bun- 
| dage, who tried to devour them, took property of them, 
exalted themſelves againſt them, and ſinote them, either 
with the ſcourge of the tongue or the fiſt of wick- 
edneſs, 2 Cor. xi. 20. Paul calls miniſters of Sa- 
tan; and ſays they were transformed into the hke- 
neſs of the miniſters of Chriſt, as Satan is into that 
WR of light, 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. 
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It pretends to exalt the free and ſovereign grace of God, 


* to reduce the creature to nothing, and make God * 
1. Chriſt all i 1 all.” | : 


0 Aae iin does this, it is from God, and is 
certainly worthy of a better name. The doctrine 
that exalts ſovereign grace, lays the axe to the root 
of a proud legaliſt, lays his honour in the duſt, and 
makes God and Chriſt all in all, muſt be the pure 
Goſpel of Jeſus to all intents and purpoſes and 
this you own is right. But this, you ſay, it pre- 
& tends to do.” If you can condemn either the 
doctrine or the life of ſuch an Antinomian, have at 
him, expoſe him, and down with him; but, if you 
cannot overthrow his doctrine, prove him a liar, 
nor condemn his life and walk, you muſt judge of 
the tree by its fruit, of his faith by his works, take | 
your notions of his heart from his conduct in life, 
and leave his pretenſions, or ſincerity, to the Search- 
er of hearts, leſt you aner not a dber of the latu, 
but a judge. of 
Salvation conſiſts. both al ;uſtification nook ancti- 
fication, and both are promiſed: Thy children ſhall 
all be made righteous, the work of my hands; and, 
I am the Lord that ſan#ify you. And the Spirit of 
God, who reveals the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
faith, ſanctifies the believing ſoul; as it is written, 
But ye are ſan#tified, but ye are juſtified, in the name 
e the Lord Jaſus, and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 
vi. 11, If any Antinomian denies ſanctification by 
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the a of God, he denies a bleſſed doctrine of 
the Bible; and the happineſs of the faint, which 


conſiſts of a ſtrong conſolation by the Spirit of holi- 1 . ” 


neſs: and, if he aſſerts, according | to your charge, 


tc that the holineſs of Chriſt is imputed to the be- 7. 5 
& ſiever, 1 think he makes uſe of an unſcriptural”” / | 
2 phraſe; which ] ſhall not take upon me to defend, 2 2 
for I am ſatisfied with ſpeaking as the otacles o 0 
God. I do not remember ever to have read of _ 


imputed ſanctiſicatian: yet it muſt be allowed that the 
believer finds both righteouſneſs and ſanctification in 
his Covenant Head; Chriſt is made of God unto us 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, Jan#ification, and redemption. 
And it is plain, that he by his ſuffering without the 
© ou” ſanctified the Roſe with * own blood. 


. Bug ie it nt as, much 3 


« God in Chriſt Jeſus to purify a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works, as to juſtify them freely, and magnify the 
40 law, and make it honourable, in their juſtification 750 


Wherever the grace of God ke it reaches | 
men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts; and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the world. 


Gracious ſouls are not only zealous of good works, 


but careful to maintain them, for neceſſary uſes. | 
We cannot ſhew our faith but by them. By our 


light ſhining before men, and by their perceiving 
the works of our faith, is our heavenly Father glo- 
rified. This no good Antinomian will ever deny, 
though 


4 
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though ſome who excel in' theſe _ are filed 
black Antinomians. Lon, h 
* The promiſe of the Spirit being 2 fruit = 
« [Chriſt's] mediation, the purchaſe of his death.” 
I do not underſtand this; nor do I remember that 
either the Promiſe or the Spirit is ever ſaid to be 


purchaſed. We have deſtroyed ourſelves, and in the 


Lord is our help. We were in captivity, and it was 


a great ranſom that delivered us. We had ſold 


ourſelves, and we were redeemed without money. 


We are bought with a price; and, when our bodies 


have ſlept their time in the grave, and the redemp- 
tion of the body appears, we ſhall then bear the 
name of a purchaſed poſſeſſion, which is called the re- 


 demption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion; for the Lord's 


portion, inheritance,” or poſſeſſion, is his people; and 


| this inheritance he bought, this poſſeſſion he pur- 


chaſed : but I never read that the Promiſe, or the 
Spirit, is either bought or ſold. Chriſt ranſomed 


us from captivity, and God gives us the Spirit of 


adoption. He redeemed us from death, and God 
gives us the kingdom. W 70 | 


« But, are not theſe bleſſings of juſtification and ſanctifi- 
& cation, in their nature, effentially different? Is not the 
4 one, as our Catechiſm very properly defines it, the act of 

4 Go s free grace towards us; the other, of God's free 
. grace in us? Is not the one a complete act, the othey''s 2 

——— work!?“ 5 


3 


Juſtification 
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Juſtification is God's a towards us, ſanctification 

the work of God's grace in us. I do not underſtand 

this dictinction of ad and work, nor do I believe it 

to be ſcriptural, We are juſtified by faith; and it 
is God who fulfils in us the good pleaſure of his 
will, and the work of faith with power. This is 
the work of God, that we believe on him whom be hath 
ſent, God brings his righteouſneſs near to the ſin- 
ner; he imputes it to him, and covers him with it. 
It is God that juſtifieth; and this he calls, not his 
af, but his ort. Ty people alſo ſpall be all righte- 
ous ; they ſhall inherit the land for ever ; the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that 7 nay 3s 

glorified. © Ifa. m 21. 5 | 


is l the one a complete act, the le 
« work?” Zh 


I believe all God's work is perfe?; notbing can be 
added to it, to make it more ſo; nor taken from it, 
to make it leſs ſo: and that the weakeſt believer 
who holds the head is God's complete wor kmanſbi p, 
and is complete in Chriſt ; though, as conſidered in 
the body, he hath not already attained, neither is he 
already perfect, (Phil. iii. 10) becauſe he bath not at. 
tained unto the reſurrefion of the dead, Phil. iii. 11. 
As to Sanctification being a progreſſive wort; it is ; 
beſt to conſent to the wholeſome words of "our | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, leſt we ſet poor, weak believers, | 
to HAY how long this progreſiive work is to be . 


* 


. 
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on dhe wheels, what part of it is wrought, what 


meeaſure of it is required, and how much remains to 


} be done; and, like Sarah, with her bond-woman, 


they begin to forward the buſineſs by the works of 
the fleſh, inſtead of lying paſſive to be worked on : 


| He that believeth ſpall not make hafte—bur he that 
baſteneth with his feet, ſinneth. | 


We read of a growth in grace and knowledge, of 
2 building up. on our moſt holy faith, and of grow- 
ing up into Chriſt Jeſus, and that in all things. 
This growth ought to be enforced, without limiting 


the work of ſanctification to a lingering progreſs. 


We may warrantably aſſert, that ſanctification, as 


well as juſtification, is God's work, and ſometimes 
an inſtantaneous work. The thief on the croſs was 


juſtified, and made meet for paradiſe, in a few hours. 


If God cuts ſhort bis work in righteouſneſs, he does it 
in holineſs alſo: There ſhall be no more thence an 
INFANT OF DAYS, nor an old man that hath not filled 
Bis days; for the child ſhall die an hundred years old, 


Iſa. Ixv. 20. Whom God calls he juſtifies, ſancti- 
fies, and defends : And he that is feeble among them 


at that day, ſhall be as David; and the houſe of 


David as God, as the angel of 'the Lord before him, 
Zech. xii, 8. Theſe things will lead the babe in 
grace to be thankful for what God has done; and 
teach him to ſubmit to his ſovereign will, whe- 
ther * be for a * — or a r * 


„ et 


* 
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ti Few will deny the neceſſity of perſonal holineſs and 

good works; but there are many who, by their doctrine, 

& degrade both the one and the other, and brand thoſe with 
« legality who expreſs the leaſt concern about them.” 


If, by perſonal holineſs, you mean the indwelling 
of the Holy Ghoſt in believers, as well as Chriſt 
being made ſanfification to them in the purpoſe and 
covenant of God, you ſpeak right; but, if you mean 
any kind of holineſs, internal or external, which 
God is not the efficient cauſe of, it is ſomething in 
oppoſition to what is called true holingſs, which is 
either ceremonial or conceited. It is beſt to leave 
the word per/onal out of the queſtion, leſt ignorant 
people deify themſelves, as there is none holy but 
the Lord; and call believers holy brethren, par- 
takers of the heavenly calling, and of the Spirit of 
Chriſt; and fay, that the bodies of God's ſaints are 
the temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; as God hath faid, 
J will dwell in them, and walk in them, And who- 
ſoever denies this, either in heart, life, or doctrine; 
is a ſubject of the devil's kingdom; for, except a 
man be born again of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot 
ſee, much leſs enter to, the kingdom of God. 
| Surely no good man, by his doctrine, Will deprade 
good works. Good works are things that are pro- 
ficable unto men; and, as ſelf is the main concern 
of moſt men, they ſeldom degrade thoſe by whom 
ſelf is ptofited. Every man is a friend to him that 
gfoeth gi Wes, But be faithful mier may degrade 
8 a mere 


— ˙Ü ¹ A ne _ 
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à mere pretender to good works, as the Saviour 


did the Phariſees : V bafſoever they bid you obſerve, 


| that obferve and do; but do not after their works, for 


they ſay, and da not. If people are © branded with 
« legality for expreſſing any concern about good 
a works, it is to be feared that they are not ſo 
concerned to perfarm them as they are to expreſs 
them. Good works are never dumb, nor do they 


want a trumpeter. Many good works Chriſt 


ſhewed from his Father, and told the recipients of 
his mercies to conceal their benefits; but, the more 


| he charged them, the more they ſpread it abroad. 


Good works will pratſe the workman in the gates, 


15 without obliging him to ſound his own trumpet. 


He has nothing to do but to go on with his works 
of faith and labours of love: all who partake of his 
benefits will bear witneſs of their benefactor's cha- 


rity, even before the churches. He who degrades 


the works of faith is a daring rebel; and he that 
expreſſes a concern about them, and never TI 


. 2 varniſhed hypocrite. 


e d ner de, Wu 
« out holineſs no man ſhall ſee. the Lord, He that ſaith, 
« < know him, and keepeth not his commandments, i is a 


9 Lar, and the truth is not in bim.“ 


* 


"Ba any man be i in favour, in covenant, and i in 


| union with Chriſt, and not be a new creature ? And 


can. ay man be a new creature, and be "without 
as 2 
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holineſs? And is there any other way of being 
ſanCtified, or made holy, than by being made a 
partaker of Chriſt, who is our ſanctification; 
and by the Spirit, who renews and fanCtifies 
all that believe? for we receive the promiſe of 
the Spirit through faith. Does an external obſer- 
vation of, and conformity to, the letter of the law, 
perform this? Or, do the works of faith, labours of 
love, and patience of hope, ſpring from this new 
creation in Chriſt, and from the prolific and renew- 
ing operations of the Holy Ghoſt? It is God who 
creates us anew, ſanctifies us, and works in us both 
| - to will and to do; and ſuch ſouls can juſt as ſoon 
live. in fin, and without the performance of good 
works, as the Spirit of God can fail from the elect, 
or his covenant of promiſe be broken, which faith, 


| They 115 never a from A PUT TI OR» > 


«© He that ſaith, * I know him,” and keepeth not his 
* commandments, is a Har, and the truth is not in him.” 


Tt is poets,” Sir, fo tell believers what you 
mean by his commandments: Whether you mean the 
letter of Moſes's law, which killeth, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
Or whether you mean he Father's commandment by 
Chriſt, which is life everlaſting, John xii. co. Be- 
cauſe there is a material difference between a legal 
- commandment and an endleſs life. Chriſt is not 
after the former, but after the latter: a prieſt, not af- 
ter the law of a carnal commandment, but after the 


C 2 e 
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| power 92 endlys life, Heb. vii. 16. This WiC. 


tinction, Sir, is neceſſary: for, though it be a 
truth, that he who faith, © 7 know him,” and keepeth 
not bis commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him, 1 John ii. 4.— ſo, on the other hand, he 
that jubverts the ſoul of a believer, ſaying, © Be circum- 
te ciſed, and keep the law of Moſes, [is a liar alſo] 


for God gave him no fuch commandment, Acts xv. 


24. 


And, in the laſt day, Chriſt declares he will ſay to all 
&« ſuch, * Depart from me, I never knew you, ye workers 
« of iniquity.” Would any one of this complexion dare to 
« fay, in that day, Lord, I knew that, if thou waſt pleaſed 
1% to make me holy, ſhould be fo; and, if not, I could not 
„% make myſelf ſo?” Or, Lord, I thought thy holineſs 
% was imputed to thy believing people, and that none but 
« blind legaliſts were greatly concerned about. perſonal ho- 
% lineſs and good works?” Oh, with what ſhame will ſuch 


„ yyretches then. appear ! with what univerſal contempt 


will they then be covered! Their mouths will be for 


ever ſtopped; and their damnation, we have reaſon to 


« fear, as ſure, as it will appear to an alſembled world 
0 9 jalt! * ; 


Before all theſe fall under the ſentence of damna- 
tion, it will be neceſſary to examine whether the 
trumpet has given a certain ſound, and the watch- | 


man delivered his ſoul by a faithful warning: if not, 


the blood of theſe Antinomians will be required at 


the watchman s hand. Have you ſhewn them the 
| 1 pirituality 


) 
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ſpirituality of God's holy law, its vaſt demands, the 
curſe of it, the perfection it requires, and the ne- 
ceſſity of flying from the wrath revealed in it? Have 
you pointed out Chriſt, his precious blood, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, as the only ſanctification for ſaved. 
ſouls? Have you inſiſted on an application of the 
atonement, living faith, Goſpel hope, efficacious 
grace, and an union with Chriſt, as the only way to 
obtain purity of heart and good works ?—Examine' 
your Letter, reverend Sir; and, if you have not, 
the Antinomians, in their deſperate ſtate, ſpeak + 
more conſiſtent with the oracles of God than the 
watchman | himſelf; according to what you have 
put in their mouth“ Lord, I knew that, if thou 
ec waſt pleaſed to make me holy, I ſhould be ſo; 
« and, if not, I could not make myſelf fo.” This 
is truth: it is the Lord our God that ſanfiifies us. 
The Ethiopian cannot change his ſkin, nor the leo- 
pard his ſpots; no more can they, who are accuſ- 
tomed- to do evil, do good. The Phariſees made 
clean the outſide of the cup and platter, and appear- 
ed a nation pure in their own eyes, but they were 
never waſhed from their filthineſs; therefore pub- 
| Heans and harlots went into the kingdom of heaven 
before them. If you drive them to the works of 
the fleſh, or to the works of the law, for holineſs, 
ſanctification, or good works, their ſin lies at your 
door. Who can fay, I have made my heart 
« clean?” Can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit? or, can a man ſanctify or purify himſelf? ' 
„ They 
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They who puri if and fanftify themſelves, * a 
that eat mice and fwine's fleſh, ſhall voth be confined 
ö Jaith the Lord, EIS 65... 


CL 


"08 Lord, Lthought that thy holinefs was TOUR to ty 
0 in people. 1 
Af 5 lag make ſuch a reply as this, it 
is to be feared that the preacher had run among 
them before he was ſent, and was no more than a 
letter: learned novice; for, if he had been @ paſtor 
according © to God's own heart, he would have fed 


them with knowledge and underſtanding, Jer. iii. 15. 


and not have ſent them to the bar of God with ſuch. 
an unſcriptural plea as this. Beſides, God hath 


promiſed, that if a man ſtand in his counſel, and 
cauſe the people to hear the word from his mouth, 


that he ſhall turn them from the error of their way, 


and from the evil of their doings :; but, if men thruſt 
themſelves into the office, they can only travel, and 
bring forth <vind ;. for, how can it be expected that 
they ſnould work any deliverance in the earth, when 


God ſays he is againſt thoſe who ſteal his word; 


and adds, _ fall, not 9G the de at 
Bann, VVT 1 


« Lord, I Sadie Ne holineſs was 3 to POT he) 
& en people; and that none but blind legaliſts were 
greatly on cf %B . 0 al homely 85 os 


x4 Werk. Te 4 a : 45 2 : 
þ | 4 Te. | This 


* 


: | REV. CALEB EVANS, 39 


This is a farther confirmation of the! ignorance 
ws of the tutor and the pupil: for how could any 
man, properly inſtructed in the way of the Lord, 
ever have imagined that a blind legaliſt is a zealot 
for perſonal holineſs and good works, when the 
Scriptures declare that the legaliſt is under the law ; 

has the veil upon his heart; 1s under the curſe; can 
not pleaſe God ; is in the fleſh ; enmity itſelf; not 
ſubject to the law of God, nor can be; a child of 
vrath; condemned already; who bids God depart 
from him, he deſires not the knowledge of his ways; 
is under the law; and the motions of ſin, which are 
by the law, work in his members to bring forth fruit 
unto death; twice dead, plucked up by the roots! 
A likely matter that ſuch a blind legaliſt ſhould be 
< concerned for perſonal holineſs and good works; 
5 when he knows not what the work of faith, labour 

of love, or patience of hope, is; no, not the root 
they ſpring from, nor the grace. that teaches them, 
the decree that ordains to them, the living Vine that 
produces them, nor the faith and love which ſend 
them forth! Such a blind legaliſt can only be-zealous 


for dead works at moſt ; and we know that there can 


be no ſerving the living God, nor eſcaping his wrath - 
and damnation, unleſs the. conſcience be purged 
from theſe, -Heb. ix. 14. 

Tou may well lament, Sir, but you have no room 
to marvel: for who can wonder at poor, ſimple 
ſouls, being led away by theſe wretched, Antino- 
| mien, when an old eſtabliſhed miniſter, the ſon of a 


+ 4 miniſter, 


— 
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| Siber, a maſter of arts, a maſter of a ſeminary of 
learning, a tutor of the prophets ſons, and a ſpiritual 
potter, who undertakes to fit veſſels of mercy for the 
| Maſter's uſe, ſends forth to the churches of God, 
and the world at large, ſuch inconſiſtent, undigeſted, 
unconcocted, and unconneted—— What ſhall I 
call ic? Goſpel? God forbid! Law? By no means; 
it is nothing like it.—lt is philoſophy and vain deceit, 
after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chriſt, Col. ii. 8. Pardon, 
reverend Sir, my plainneſs, as I have not handled 
you in the like violent manner that you did me at 
Briſtol; but, indeed, you cannot lament more over 
the people's attachment to Antinomianiſm, than 1 
marvel at your doctrine. But, why need I make 
a2ln apology? A real lover of perſonal holineſs and 
= . good works has, doubtleſs, learnt to do as he would 
be done unto; and ean be no more offended at my 
plain dealing, than I was at the violeny k manner rin 
. which 199 dealt with me. - 


4 — Vine lived ih ſin, and abuſed es Goſpel ta 
the purpoſes of their own licentious hearts, inſtead of 
4 uſing it as the means of grace and holineſs, - This, this 
vill be the awful ſubje& and ground of their eondemna- 
tion. They will then ſee, that whatever they could or 
„ could not do, they certainly could have done very diffe- 
1 rently from what they did; and that they are juſtly 


6«- condemned for not doing 1 it; their nr not . ta 
* God, but Fe” 


1 


4 _ 
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The man who willingly lives in ſin, and abuſes 

the Goſpel to the purpoſes of his own licentious 

heart, inſtead of uſing it as the covenant of grace 

and diſpenſation of the Spirit, by which the grace of 

God, and the Spirit of inſpiration, cometh, muſt be 

one of the vileſt characters that ever exiſted, and 

his ſtate more deplorable than that of Heathens and 

Phariſees ; and, dying ſo, he can never eſcape the 
doleful regions of utter darknels, . 


6 They hy then ſee that they cunt have done very 
« differently from what they did, and will be condemned 
6 for not doing it,” 


For not doing what the law requires, the legalift 
will fall under the curſe of it; and, as an oppoſer 
-or abuſer of the Goſpel, after hearing it, he will un- 
doubtedly fall under the dreadful damnation de- 
nounced againſt hypocrites and unbelievers. No 
man in his ſenſes can ever charge his fins upon God. 
Evil cannot dwell with him. Far be it from God 
that be ſhould do wickedneſs, and from the e 
Ibat be ſhould commit iniquity, Job xxxiv. 10. God 


cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 


any man [to ſin]. Though it be ſaid that he 
_ "tempted Abraham, yet it was not to evil, but to a 
trial of his faith and love, when he commanded 
him to offer up his ſon for a burnt-offering, when 
he intended to accept the will for the deed, "TA re- 
eeive e him i in a igure, but not in the «og, 


bs * 
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« Another poiſonous doctrine, tending to obſtruct the 
* genuine influence of the Goſpel, and to nouriſh a ſecret 
6 ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, is this : That, as God's love to 
« his people is from everlaſting, it muſt have exiſted when 
« they were ſunk in fin. and ſenſuality, in as high a de- 
c gree, and in the fame manner, as it will when they are 
4 brought to glory; and that the ſins of helievers, there- 
« fore, are no evidence at all of their not being intereſted 
« in the love of God. This ignorant, ſhocking doctrine, 
4 has been often openly maintained, and is ſtill oftener 
« ſecretly inſinuated; and yet, how glaring the abſurdity 
4 as well as impiety of it!“ 


That God's love to his people is from everlaſting, 
cannot be denied; and did exiſt when they were 
ſunk in fin and ſenſuality moſt certainly ; but what 

you mean by its © exiſting i in as high à degree, and 
“ in the Same manner, as it will when they are 
&« brought to glory,” I do not underſtand. The 
Seriptures inform us that God is love, and that he 
is without variableneſs or ſhadow. of turning; and 
Chriſt ſays, Thou haſt loved. them as thou haſt loved 
mne. But then it was in Chriſt Jeſus that he loved 
them, and choſe them: yea, he put them into his 
hands, and gave them life in him; on which ac- 
count both be that ſanfifieth, and they who are ſanc- 
tified, are both of one. He made us accepted in the 
| Beloved ; and loved us with an unalterable, un- 
' chan geable, and invariable love, in him, from ever- 
laſting; and commended his love to us, in that, 
while we were ſinners, Chriſt died * us; when we 
| vere 
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were enemies, we were reconciled by 1 death of 
his Son; yea, when without ſtrength, Chriſt died 
for the ungodly. In this God i is ſaid to commend 
his love towards us; and -one would think that 
his love was manifeſted in the ſuperlative degree, 
when he ſent his Son, out of his own boſom, 0 die 


* 


for us. 


If God's love did exiſt in as high a degree when 
we were ſunk in ſin and ſenſuality, as at any other 
time, it muſt be on the account of our being con- 
ſidered, in Chriſt, objects of God's love and choice 
accepted in the Beloved: but, as conſidered in our- 
ſelves, we were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others; aliens from the life of God, and 
enemies in our minds by wicked works without 
God, and without hope, in the world; though, at 
the ſame time, preſerved in Chriſt Je gas to future 
vocation. Nor could God take any pleaſure in us 
while ; in ſuch a ſtate, though he took notice of us, 
and bid us live in our Llood, till our breafls were 
faſhioned; and our hair grown, Ezek. xvi. 6, 7. un- 
til the ſet time for our eſpouſals ; at which time his 
Kirt was ſpread over us, the covenant revealed, and 
we became his: his love was then perfected i in us; 
though, i in Chriſt, f it was * toward us from all 
eternity. | | 
If this be the meaning of the 888 you ; cenlixe 
ſo highly, it does not appear to me to be an iniquity 
to be puniſhed by the Judges; bur, if you mean, 
they talk of God $ loye 0 o them, and make a pro- 

feſſion 
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feſſion of Chritt, and yet live in ſin and ſenſuality, | 


they are not worth diſputing with, they declare their 
fin as Sodom, the ſhew of their countenance wit- 
neſſeth againſt them, and every tender conſcience 
will ſhun W as they would a fiery flying ſer- 


pent. 


** 


s Mind that the ſins of ene 1 are no evj- 


4 dence. at all of their not being intereſted in the love of 


„ God. This ignorant, thocking doctrine, has been of- 


tt ten openly maintained, and' is oftener ſecretly inſinuat- 
ed; and yet, how glating the ere . as . as im- 


F or” = e e 


15.3 by the ſins of believers, you mean the old | 


man, the body of ſin; under which Paul, and all the 
children of God, have more or leſs ever groaned, 
| being burdened with them; this is no evident token 
of perdition, but rather of ſalvation, and that of God. 
The keen ſenſations they have of their own corrup- 


tian is a proof of their being quickened: they muſt. 
be enlightenet to ſee, quickened to feel, and raiſed 
to hope, before they will groan for deliverance. 


1 hope, Sir, you are not a fleſhly perfeRtioniſt ? 
Wi can fay, © T have made my heart clean, I am 


« pure from indwelling. fin?” There is not a juſt 


man upon earth that doeth good, and finneth not 


in thought, word, br deed. If we ſay we have no 


fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth ĩs not in us. 


Io wy things we offend all, Mr. Evans himſelf 


- not 
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not excepted. The corruption that works in a 


real believer's heart is no evidence againſt his in- 
tereſt in the love of God; but, contrariwiſe, the 
ſtruggles of the old man ſhew the reſiſtance of the 
new. The Shulamite felt -the combat before ſhe 
was called a Company of two Armies. Rebekah 


felt a conteſt before ſhe was informed of the two 


nations, But, if you mean a courſe of ſinning, un 
der a profeſſion of faith, being -no evidence againſt 
an intereſt in the love of God, it is a ſufficient 

proof that they are ſtrangers to Jeſus, who bears 


that name becauſe he ſaves his people from their 
ſins. You ſhould have inquired whether they 


mean the old man of fin dwelling in them, or a 


courſe of ſinning practiſed by them, is no evidence 
A againſt their intereſt in the love of God; or elſe 


you might have repreſented. Paul (from his own 
confeſſions) in as bad a light as you have done 


the ſe. 


1 What is the object of God's electing love, but the 


„ communication of holineſs and happineſs? Are not the 


« elect ſpoken of as elected through ſanQification of the 


e Spirit unto obedience, and that they may be conformed 


* e of their Saviour [3h 


The firſt object of 8 10 was Chriſt; 
and in him the elect were choſen, ſanctified, or ſet 


apart; fer both be that Jantifieth, and they who" are 
bee led, are all of one. And to theſe choſen ſouls 
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the 'word and the Spirit always come in power. 
As for me, this is my covenant with them,” 
faith the Lord: * my Spirit, that is upon thee, and 
* my words, which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall 
* not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
* mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
dc ſeed's ſeed,” faith the Lord, © from henceforth, 
and for ever.” Ta. lix. 21. This powerful 
application of the word by the Spirit manifeſts 
God's choice of them in eternity, and is a chooſing 
them out of the world in time; and their election 
zs made known, both to themſelves and others, by 
this ſanctification of the Spirit, and he obedience of 
faith; faith being a fruit of the Spirit, and the 
Spirit of grace making them obedient to the faith. 
Thoſe whom God hath predeſtinated to the adop- 
tion of ſons receive the Spirit of adoption in time, 
and are brought into the bonds of the everlaſting 
covenant, and conformed to the i image of the ſe- 
cond —_— 


* 
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4. How can we argue that, becauſe God, of his free Ine 
« determined to make his choſen people holy, that our be- 
« ing manifeſtly and prevailingly unholy, and having 
never experienced nor evidenced an inward divine 

40 change, is no proof at all that we are not intereſted i in 

e this love? 


** o 


— 


If eicher you, or thoſe you accuſe, are manifeſtly | 
and prevailingly unholy, and never did experience 2 
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nor te any inward divine change, neither you 
nor they can be in a ſtate of ſalvation. If God turn 
a man from Satan to himſelf, and from difobedience 
to the wiſdom of the juſt, and inwardly renew him 
in the ſpirit of his mind, it is that he may be holy, 
and without blame, before him in love. Without 
this inward change of heart, and a life conſiſtent 
with it, a man can have no evidence of God's love 
to his ſoul ; nor can he know either love or Batre 


by all that is before Dams Eccleſ. ix. l. 


4 Or, how can 1 poflibly have any evidence of this love 
& until I am made a partaker of the fruits of it?“ 


Tt might have been rendered thus: How can! 
« prove my election, or predeſtination to the adop= 


« tion of ſons, without being made a partaker of —__ 


ce the Spirit of adoption? Becauſe ye are ſons, God 
* hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your heart, 
© crying, Abbo, Father, Gal. iv. 6. And how can 
] prove that I am a partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without evidencing it by the fruits of the Spirit 
« the firſt fruit of which is love; the ſecond, joy, 
« peace, &c.” But, if you will have it ſtand as 
you have arranged it, you never can poſſibly have 
any evidence of this love until you are, not only a 
partaker of the fruits of it, but until you manifeſt 
the ſame to the church of God, by fearing his name, 
hating covetouſneſs, loving your neighbour as your- 
=£&lIf, giving one coat of the two to him that has 
„ | „ 
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none, clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, and 
receiving the poor home to your houſe: and, if you 


can find bread without it, in taking the overſight 


of a flock, not by conſtraint, but willingly; not for 


filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. But if, on the 


other hand, I find a man who ſhews the leaſt ſign of 


avariciouſneſs; if fond of money; if, like the ante- 
diluvian profeſſors, he will marry a daughter of Cain 


for luſt, beauty, or any independency of God; and 
is buſy in gathering together and heaping up—l am 
at once convinced that his truſt is in uncertain 
riches ; the root of all evil is ſtill in his heart; 
Mammon is his maſter ; where is treaſure is, there 
is his heart: the friendſhip of the world is in the 
man; he is an enemy to God, and firſt couſin to 
Simon Magus. He may ſay, Go, be ye warm 
« ed; but he loveth only in word, not in deed, 


nor in truth: and how dwelleth the love of God 1 in 
him? | 


This laſt quotation is mere mute tor it 


amounts to this: How can I believe that there is a 


fruit- tree growing, till I eat the fruit of it? whereas 
the tree muſt be planted, and grow too, before it 
can bear fruit. How can I poſſibly have an evi- 
« dence of this love until l am made a partaker of 
« the fruits of it?” Love, when ſhed abroad in the 
heart, and when it caſts out fear and torment, is an 


evidence of itlelf; for he that Joveth is born of 


God, and the fruits of it are love to God and to 
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his ſaints; the former makes the tree e good, and the 
latter . it to be * 


1c The diſtinQion which has been 10 n illuſtrated id 
* defended by our brother Hall, ſen, in his excellent pub- 
« lication intituled, Help to Zion“ Travellers, betwixt the 
« natural and the ſovereign ove of God, is of 1 more im- 


1 N than many I 


Is this diſtinction inſiſted on in any part of Holy 
. Writ? or is it a new doclrine coined at "Athens, ſo 
famous for hearing and telling ſome new thing? 

God loves the ftranger, in giving him food and raiment 
lets his ſun riſe on the evil and the good, and ſend- 
eth rain upon the juſt and unjuſt: they are all ſup- 
plied by the bounty of his hand, and ſupported by 
his power; his kindneſs extends to the unthankful 
and the evil; and his mercy (fays the Pſalmiſt) is 
over all his works. | But, is the ſovereign love of 
God. unnatural to God, who is love? or, does the 
natural love of God act without divine ſovereignty? 


I trow not; for I think divine ſovereignty is dif- 


played in all that he does; it is ſeen in every part of | 
his dominion and government, whether it reſpects 
his kingdom of glory, grace, providence, or power, 
in heaven, earth, or hell. God always acts and 
works as a ſoyereign: he creates and deſtroys, 
chooſes and refuſes, loves and hates, as a ſovereign. 
His ſovereignty is deeply ſtamped upon all theſe 

things; and into which we muſt reſolve what we 
| wa — cannot 


\ 
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cannot account for, unleſs we would act as the'A Ar- 
minian does—debaſe him to a level with ourſelves, 
diveſt him of ſovereignty, cite him at the bar of 
carnal wrd. call for an account - his matters, and 
ended The divine nature muſt accompany 
ſovereign love, and ſovereignty muſt attend natural 
love, if with propriety it may be fo called, 


| Y 4. The natural mil of God can ; only have bei its « object 
& that which is agreeable to the nature and perfections of 
4 rr as any mol e the beſt of beings,” 


{Thin hls aaa love. (in have no objetts to fix 
on but the elect angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perſect; for they come neareſt to the nature 
nd perſections of God of any. God Joveth the 
ſtranger, in giving him food and raiment: he loved 
Tfrae}, and called him out of Egypt; büt not with 
this natural love, for there was no more in Iſrael 
agreeable to the nature and W of God than 
there wis in the ffranger. | 


=o the . 0 love of Gr 18 . 4 eden of bu n na- 
toral love of mercy, benevolence, and compaſſion ; in 
_ 4 ſach a manner, to ſuch objects, and for the accompliſh- 


ment of —_—_ n — em | 
7 RENE: | f 


| Smercign love dec natural 1581 the Bae 
ſovereignty 
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end gaty Grects the lobe of nature, or the lobe that 
is hitural, Love that is purely natural, or flows 
purely from nature, generally runs with a rapid 

curtent; and ſo it muſt in God, who is love; yet 
ſbvereignty appears in it. But, why lebe ſhould 

direct love, or ſovereign love direct natural love, 1 
know not. Theſe are things which T do not un- 

derſtand; they are too high for me, I cannot attain 
unto them: for did you; Sir, get them of God up- 

on your knees; they were not obtained in anſwer 
to prayer. Were you to receive the word at God's 
oth, you would be better underſtood. 


4 The one may have tlie worſt of ſinners for the objects 
<< of it; but the other can ONLY delight in fuck as are trans- + 
formed into the Ap ge" * c 


. den ai have u this 00 of ſinners for 
the objects of it. Bleffed be God, then, for this 
ſort of love; and bleſſed be God for a comfortable 
foretaſte, and a moſt ſare part and lot in it, for 
this is unchangeable and everlaſting. If the worſt 
of ſinners may be the objects of ſovereign love, 
what love is the moraliſt entitled to? And if natu- 
ral love be confined to the heavenly inhabitants, 
who are the moſt holy; and ſovereign love to the 
worft of finners; what love is that which hath the 
ſtfanger for its object, in giving Him food and rai- 
ment? <© Natural love can only delight in ſuch as are 
bo eee into his own image. So the ever- 
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laſting love of God fixed on the elect in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who made them acceptable in the Beloved, 

and draws them to Chriſt in time, is not natural, 
nor Can. be delight in them, either as conſidered in 
Chriſt or in covenant ; though I think God can 
delight in them as conſidered in Chriſt, even before 
they are transformed into his image, notwithſtand- 
ing you ſay he cannot. Thou ſhalt no more be termed 
Forſaken, neither ſhall thy land any more be termed. 
| Dejolate; but thou ſhalt be called Hephzi-bah, [My 
delight is in her] and thy land Beulah : [Married], 
for the LoxD DELIGHTETH in thee, and thy land Gall 
be married, Iſa. Ixii. 4. Here is delight before wed- 

loct, and, conſequently, before regeneration, or 

transforming anew. The Lord had a delight in by 

fathers, to love them, Deut. x. 15. It is this way of 
arguing, not conſenting to the wholeſome words of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor ſpeaking as the oracles 
of God, that has overrun the world with ſo many 
f Arians, Socinians, Deiſts, and Devils, as now exiſt 
in it. God tells the preacher to ſtand in his coun- 
ſel, ſpeak as his oracles, and cauſe the ſinner to hear 
the word from his mouth. 2 « ly 198 


5 9s F Ta 
| i e 


Or we may call te « one a 150 of compaſſion and be- 
<<. nevolence, leading the great God to ſhew compaſſion to 
« ſinners, and particularly in making them holy in and by 
« his bleſſed Goſpel and Spirit, in order to. their. being, 


4 happy; ; and the other a * of wmf. „ 65 mage. 
40 bob, and thereby happy.” 


Ks 
ö . 


It 
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It is, doubtleſs, a wonderful bleſling to the world, 
that there are ſuch learned men in it, who can find 
out the Almighty to perfection; dive into the va- 
rious affections of his heart; divide and ſubdivide 
him; and tell mankind how many ſorts of love he 
poſſeſſes; which of theſe loves it is that Lx Abs be 
great God; what objects he can, and what creatures 
he cannot, delight i in. hy 03" 


5 "The: one is a love of compaſſion, leading God; ; the 
* other of en delighting in them.“ 


The firſt a forerunner, the nder a ſatisfaction 
ariſing in the mind on viewing ſome action worthy 
of his approbarion. believe God loved his peo- 
ple, as choſen. in Chriſt, from everlaſting; made 
them accepted i in the Beloved ; viewed them com- 
'plete in him, as their covenant head ; commended 
his love to us in the death of him; and doth per- 
fect his love in us when he draws us ta Chriſt, and 
unites our ſouls in the bond of love to him. Such 
ſouls were the objects of his love and delight, as 
conſidered in Chriſt, from eternity, though by na- 

ture they were the children of wrath, even as others; 

for Chriſt himſelf was the beloved Son of the Fa- 
ther; and his Son in truth and love, even when all 
the waves and billows of his wrath went over his 
head. If Hephzi-bah was the Lord's delight before 
her eſpouſals; if he calls them his ſons and daugh- 
ters before the North and South give them up; 

: D 3 and, 
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- and, if he made them accepted in the Beloved, and 
viewed them complete in him; it muſt be ſome+ 
thing like a loye of complacency and delight from 
firſt to laſt. God ſees no ſin in Jacob, the Eyer- 
laſting Father; nor perverſeneſs in Iſrael, as they 
ſtand in him. They ſit in heayenly places in Chriſt, 
and are without fault in him even before the throne; 
though, as conſidered in * fallen eren 
it is otherwiſe. 


« All 3 in 2 great degree, in . but 


% none can have any evidence of their intereſt in the 
„ other, but ſuch as have the divine image and fuper- + 
66 « ſcription upon them. By their fruits alone can we 


66 know them.” | 


All men \ ſhare, in in a great degree, i in ſavereign love; 
but none can have any evidence of their inereſt 1 in 
natural love, but ſuch as have the divine i image and 
ſuperſcription on them. I think the Scriptures en- 
tail ſovereign love upon the elect: © I have loved 

t thee, and not caſt they away, as he had done 
others. 

* open field, neither ſupplied nor ſwaddled, 7 — Y 
« by thee, and thy time as the time of lave. I 
ce ſpread my ſkirt over thee, and covered thy nak- 
| I ſware unto thee, I entered into cove- 
ce nant ah thee,” ſaith the Lard God, *© and thou 
& becameſt mine.” Ezek. xvi. 8. Nor do al 

men Art, ing Ga ** in this ſoucreign love: 
* acob 


* 
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« Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated.” 
And Truth hath told us that the reprobate, which 
are the greateſt number, and the bond woman's fa- | 
mily, who hath many more children than the mar- 
ried wiſe, have no part or lot in his ſovereign and 
eternal love; for they are to be called, not great 
ſharers in his love, but the people of his wrath, 
againſt whom he hath indignation for ever. : 
We may as well put theſe two loves together. 
We will call this natural love the love of God, or 
divine Jove, flowing from God, who is a divine Per- 
ſon, Heb. i. 3. and then inſiſt, that this love is 
| ſovereign and free: Jacob have I loved, but not 
<« Eſau.— will heal their backſlidings, I will love 
them freely.” God, as a maſter, loves the ſervant, 
in giving him food and raiment; but ſays, he ſhall 
not abide in the houſe ever: but, as a father, he 
loves the ſon and heir with an everlaſting love; and 
ſays, he ſhall abide for ever. This is ſettling. the 
matter much better than talking of two loves, ſo- 
vereign and natural; and of the one having the 
worſt of ſinners for its object; the other the family of 
to inquiring what love falls to the moraliſt, and 


what to the ſtranger ; and ſo multiply loves till ve 


fairly bewilder ourſelves. We may, however, ſafe- 
ly affirm, that no man can have any evidence, 
much leſs aſſurance, of a part in this divine, ſove- 

_ reign, and everlaſting love of God, until it be ſhed 
| | D 4 abroad - 
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abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoft given unto 


ut, the worſt of all errors in the A 
« is ſetting afide the law as a rule of life.” 


We have read, in this Epiſtle, of Socinians tram- 
pling on the Lord's divinity, and making him 2 
mere creature; of fome debaſing and disfiguring 

1 anon. wake, Sex 


when compared to this. The letter of the law goes 
nity of the Lawgiver, the grace of God, or the dif- 
zenſation of the holy Spirit—far the u of alt 
errors is ſetting afide the lam as @ rule of life. Be- 
fore theſe worſt of heretics are conſigned over to 
perdition, it will be neceffary to inquire whether 
theſe fix words the, law, the, rule, of; hfe—be in 


ge racer fi uw the rk of Hens; wa 
| reiected; far be is ſubverted, and ſinneth, „ 
dm of himjeif. Some have been faved without 
| | ever 
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| have ever been enabled by grace to believe: He 
that believerb ſhall be ſaved, and be that believeth nor 
Fall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. If he that believes 
ſhall be faved in the Lord with an everlafting falva- 
tion, and ſhall not be aſhamed nor confounded 
world without end, Ifa. xlv. 17, faith certainly is 
the only rule by which a man can obtain falvation. 
He that believes, faith the Saviour, bath life; then, 
without all contradiction, faith is the rule of life. 
We walk by faith, nat by fight, faith the Apoſtle: 
then certainly faich is the rule of walk. I live 
by the faith of the Son of God,” ſays Paul: then, 
without controverſy, faith in Chriſt was the rule by 
which he lived. © The law is not of faith,” fays 
God: of works it treats, and for works it calls; 
and © they that are of the works of the law are un- 
« der the curſe,” for it is the miniſtration of death. 
Then, to the legal workmonger, it will be the rule 
of death, inſtead of life: For the law which was 
© ordained unto life I found to be unto death.” 
He who believes is juſtified —— 
obtains juſtification unto life: n 
chaz rule, and enables br ro obey the fame. We 
If it We — 
the grand hinge of the Goſpel is Faith. It matrers 
: not 
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not docher: a man can ſay, he. * is the rule of 
life, but whether he believes with the heart unto 
righteouſucſs, and makes confeſſion with the mouth unto 
ſalvation. And if it be true, what the Scriptures 
aſſert, that he who believes is juſtified; hath ever- 
faith, work by faith, or produce the works of faith 
and labours of love; to believe to the ſaving of his 
_ foul; to be. faithful unto death; and that Chriſt 
will give him the crown of life, as he did to Paul, 
vho fought a good fight, finiſhed his courſe, and 
kept the faith—how can ſuch a believer be ſaid to 
| hold, by adhering to the doctrine of the Saviour, 
the worſt of hereſies, and be the worſt of heretics, 
when God declares that all ſhall be damned EXCEPT 
ſuch believers? 0 
Nor are your ſix b Fg * dente 5 
Efe—the grand binge of the law; for the tergbtier 
matters of the law are judgment and the love of God. 
The law requires ſtrict juſtice between man and 
man; but nothing ſhort-of the grace and fear of 
God will make our officers peace, and our exattors 
righteouſueſs, The law requires love to God and 
man the Goſpel gives it: *I vill circumciſe their 
hearts to love me, that they may live; and we 
are taught of God to love one another. * He that 
% Joveth dwelleth in God, and God in ile: * and 
f he ſhall be ſaved, for © charity never faileth.” But 
* he that loveth not, knoweth not God—and ſhall 
* be 3 wich everlaſting ae from 
OT , cc the | 


: 


* 
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ce the preſence of de Lond. and Gam the go of 
ce his power.” 8 
Nor is the Law once called the beljeyer” $ nie of 
life if it Was, I ſhould: certainly enforce i it as ſuch; 
as it is the deſire of my ſoul, and prayer to Gd 
alſo, that I may declare the whole counſel of God. 
Some in. old time, which were certain of the Jett of 
the Phariſees, roſe up, ſaying, that it was needful to 
circumciſe the brethren, and command thens to keep the 
aw of Moſes, Acts xv. 5.—but they were ſaid to 
tempt Gad, in putting a yoke Upon the neck of the 
_ diſciples, Acts xv. 19.—and it is expreſsly affirmed 
that God gave them no ſuch commandment. And 
I will boldly venture to affirm, and appeal to. your 
own. conſcience. for the truth of it, that God never 
gave you any ſuch commandment ; that he never 
put ſach words into your month, nor . 80 * "i 
ſpeak thus, Numb. xxiii. 16. 4 
Pray, what do you mean by fetting ate the Fe 4 
Does preaching the faith of Chriſt make void the 
lay ? Does not the doctrine of faith ſet forth Chriſt 
as the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one | 
that believeth ; and that the righteouſneſs of the law 
is fulfilled in chem who walk, not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit? And, what would you have 
more than the righteouſneſs of the law fuffilled?— —_ 
fulfilled by Chriſt himſelf, and fulfilled in the be= 
heyer by God ? Does not the faith of Chriſt eſtabliſh 
«the law, as magnified and made honourable in the 
heart of the Mediator? And is not the Jeſtimony 
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of this bound, and rhe" law of faith fealed, in the heart 
of every real diſciple ? If faith eſtabliſh the inagnified 
law in che heart of the Saviour; and the righteouſ- 
neſs of it is fulfilled i in the fpiritual man, the doctrine 
of faith can never f it afide. Pfay, how have you 
/ eſtabliſhed the law: In no ſenſe whatever. You 
Have told us that © the law i is magnified and made 
* honourable in our juſtification ;” * but I rather 
think the law was magnified and made honourable 
by the perfect obedience of Chriſt; God was well 
Pleaſed for his righteouſneſs fake.” But the obedi- 
ence of the Saviour is one thing, and 'God's work 
ol imputation is another. By Chriſt was this righte- | 
duſneſs wrought out and brought 1 in; to me it is 
| imputed, and becomes mine. By the former the 
law was magnified and made honourable; by the 
latter the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in me. 
The former was Chriſt's work; the latter is the Fa- 
ther's. The firſt was completed 3 the Saviour; 
the latter fulfilled in me This is one branch of 
your eftabliſhment of che law „ and the ſecond is 
oe unto it. | 

de The Law is the Rule of Life.” I anſwer, 
What law? Is it the law of truth that was with 
Levi? Mal. ii. 6. The lau of kindneſs'? Prov. 

xxxi. 26. The perfels law of liberty? James i. 25. 
The law of faith? Rom. iu. 27. The law of life ? 
Prov. xili. 14. The law of the Spirit of life in Cbriſt 
7 gs, which makes us free from the law of fin and 
Gab? Rom, viii. 2. Or, is it the law aa Moſes? 
| If 
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If you ſays, Lea, it is the law.of Moſes. that the be- 
« liever is under as his rule of. lifes”. chen the, be- 

liever is juſt where he was, before: ö the 9g yoke. i is 
on him; he i 18 neither redeemed, from it . 
from i it; he is under wrach, at in . bondags ;,.and 

Moſes acguſes him fill, But, if Jou gpl, ' Nay, 
© but he ue Moſes s.law to Chriſt; then Moſes 
is the ſaint's only lawgiver, and Chriſt is his ſecond 
maſter; though! the believer. 1 is to. call no man Maſ- 
ter, for one is bis Maſter, even. C Chriſt. We know 
that the Galatians went to the Lays, to perfect byt their 


life what God had begun by his Spirit: but they 
were not miniſters olf Chriſt who ſent them there; 


nor did that perſuaſion « come from him that called - 


them. Nor does this dodrine of y yours. come from | 
him that called x me; nor dolb believe that you « lever g got 
much of your doctrine or teaching from, God's | 
mouth if y you had, we ſhould have h had leſs of We, 

Shall we, and Shall not Wwe... When a man has a be- 
lieving view of Chriſt, and finds 1 union wich him, he 
leaves un behind ; he never brings ſuch 2 ſtinking 5 

ſavour of the fleſh away : Wich him; IT any 1 man come 
unto me, debe e be cennat be ny Gi 
ciple. 12 the Pronunciation of theſe, ix words, | 
the law t rule oe 4 Ife, effabliſh, the law, 7 Not ac- 

cording to the Seriptures, for 1.5 do, not find ſuch 
a text in them. If this he eſtabliſhing the law, then 
every blind guide in the world, who has gog Moſes's, 


veil on his heart eſtabliſnes it, for he knows nor 
ching elſe; and en every bond child has it eſtabliſhed 


in 
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my A > WAR ep mr oo) » 
* 


5 


62 LY. A kerrit 40 kt 


in his heart alſo, for he Adheres to nothing” elle. 
Both the blind leader and the blind led will tell you 
Cher th h i air nuts of Bt, and' that they ex- 
pect life and falvation by the works of it, and no 
" othier way; for this is tlie way that ſeems tight to 

| them; the other is too high for a fool: The way of 


i above to the wilt that be e el 


baneath. 

Me l an thi FER where — Fob; friice 
that time ' the” kingdom of God is preached. . Which 
kingdom ſtands not in the letter of the Jaw; nor 


8 4 real preacher of the Kingdom 2 miniſter of the . 
letter, but of the 8 birit: nor does the kingdom 
ſtand i in word, but i in Ower, in righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and joy in the Holy C hoſt. 7Þe 55 was given by, 
Moſes, bit grace and truth came by 7 Jau s Crit — 
Grace to deliver us from the old yoke, at we mig he 
not be under the law, but under grace and 250 
to make us free from the bondage of the law, and. 
from the fear of death.  Recebve the truth, and the, I 
truth ſhall make you free ; and , If the Son makes, us 
free, then are we free faded” And fuch are cau- 
tioned againſt legaliſts; and counſelled to ftand faſt 
mn their liberty, and not be : again entan gled with the 
_ yoke of bondage. And need enough \ is of this 
Caution and counſel, when there are ſo u many elder | 


ne 10h0 nder at ay line Iranfgraed: "the command. 


' hail; endying the kid, the kiß, the ring, the ſhoes, 
the robe, and the muſic and N of the ny 
N 8 18 
5 „ „ Heaken 
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er Heaken unto me,” faith the Lord, cc my peo- 
cc 1 give ear unto me, O my nation ! for a law 
« ſhall proceed from me, and I will make my Judg- 
« ment to reſt for a light of the people. 

« righteouſneſs is near, my falvation is gone forth.“ 
Iſa. li. 4. Pray, what law is this ? Is it the law of 
Moſes? No; that was in beiug long befote.” What, 
then, is this law that was to proceed from che Saviour? 
The Saviour was to bring forth judgment unto vic- 
tory, andthe iſles were 10 wait for his law. His tel- - 
| timoty was to be bound up, his law was to be ſeal- 


ed among his diſciples: they were to be called 


a people in whoſe heart is God's law ; and, having 
this law in their hearts, none of their ſteps are to 
flide. This law is called the Lord's Judgment, 
which is to reſt for a light of the People. But, i is this 
kghe the law of Moſes, which was a light to the 
| feet and a Kmp to the path of Old Teſtament faints # 
Or, is it the law of faith; the miniſtration of the 
Spirit, who is the Spirit of Burning ; the cloven | 
Tongue of Fi ire, that conſumes the love of. ſin, and 


brings falvation from the guilt and reign. of it? Is 


this, law the Jmoaking furnace, or the burning lamp? 


Gen. xv. 17. Is it the hw which is the lanipwiths* * 


out oil, that every bond child and hypocrite takes? 
(for God doth not 4work miracles, nor miniſter the 


Spirit, by' the works of the law, Gal. iii. 5.) Ox, is 
it the law of faith, which reveals God's righteouſues 


4s che llt, and bis ſalvatiom at u lamp that burnetb ? 


Ita. ii. 1. This is the lamp, Sir; and this lamp 


vou 
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you mult have in your heart, otherwiſe your lamp 
will go out with a ſtench, and the veſſel be conſigned | 
to everlaſting darkneſs, notwithſtanding your outcry: 
for holineſs, and repreſenting others as Antinomi- 
ans,—Outery, I. ſay; for I hear of na outery from 
your good works themſelves. N 
Twice the Holy Ghoſt has mentioned the bakers 
er's rule of walk : Let us walk by the ſame rule, 
Phil. ili. 16. And as many as walk according to this . 
rule, mercy on them, and peace, and upon the Iſrael of 
God, Gal. vi. 16. And 1 defy you, and all the di- 
vines in the world, to prove that the Holy Ghoſt 
means the law in either of thoſe places; ; yea, he ex- 
cludes it from the rule in both chapters. However, 
God hath promiſed mercy and peace upon every 
 Ifralite who walks according to that rule: and he 
ſhall enjoy it who thus walks, though! he be called 
che worſt of heretics; and he who walks not accord- 
ing to that rule. ſhall be damned, though he ſhould 
. a thouſand. ; rules of his own. „ 


4 TY BE 7 - 
Gs gas ugs 


= 


me Some of them blend together 205 W th per- 
4 miſſive and preceptive will” of God; by which means 
4e they really throw all ſin, if they n principle, 

- + from(thendſelves who Sage? 203 11.6% SE SVN 
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8 his is wi. new-fangled md Sanden 
1 do not read the words permiſſive toill in the Bible; 


nor the word permit, with its relatives, more than 


five times throughout the Scriptures, I ſpeak 


« this by permi jon, not by commandment” 1 Cor. 
0 5 . | | Vit | 


* 
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yii. 6. * truſt to tarry a while, if God permit,” 
1 Cor. xvi. 7. And this will we do, if God permit,” 
Heb. vi. 3. Agrippa ſaid, Thou art permitted to 

ſpeak,” Acts xxvi. 1. © But it is not permitted to 
a woman to ſpeak,” 1 Cor. xiv. 34. But, what 
is permifſive will? If this new-coined word is brought + 
in to ſet forth the entrance of ſin into the world, the 
| havock it has made, the evil it has done, and the 
legions it has deceived and deſtroyed; we can make 
a ſhift without it, and adapt a ſcriptural phraſe which 
is more proper; leſt we begin to multiply wi Ls, as 
well as Lovss. The word ſuffer will do; call it, 
therefore, the ſufferance of God: Vio alſoare men of 
like paſſions with you; and preach unto you, that ye 
' ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the living God, : 
which made heaven and earth, and the ſea, and all 
things that are therein: who in times paſt surrxRRD 

all nations to walk in their own ways, Acts xiv. 15, 
16.— Aud about the time of forty years $urrERED e 
| their manners in the wilderneſs, &c. Chap. xiii. 18. 
Pupils may well confound permiſſive and preceptive 
will, if the tutor confounds his diſciples with a 
_ multiplicity. of /oves and cpills, brought in by human 
wiſdom, and uſed by thoſe who are wiſe above 
what is written, God's preceptive will, or rather 
God's will of commandments, has reſpect to God 
as a maſter: FI am @ maſter, where is my fur? 
faith the Lord of Heſts unto you, O prieffs . Mal. i. 6. 

This maſter's will of commandments is given to 
the bond woman and her children, who are in a 
E. 1 
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ſtate of ſervitude; and all who are under this yoke 
are ſervants. And to the law, and what was written 
therein, the Saviour, in his days, always ſent every 
ſelf- important inquirer, as to his proper rule, with 


a— What is written in the law? How readeſt 


« thou? If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
er commandments; [that is thy rule of life.] This 
*« do, and thou ſhalt live. — He that doth thoſe things 
& ſhall live in them.” This is the Divine Maſter's 
will concerning the ſervant, and is the ſervant's rule 
of life, and for life ; and a dreadful yoke it is, whe- 
ther he feel the galling weight of it or not ; and un- 
der this he muſt for ever remain; unleſs God work 
in-him the good pleaſure of his will, and the work of 
faith with power + which will in Chriſt is the eaſier 
' yoke and lighter burden; and, when revealed, the 
caſe is altered. This good pleafure flows from our 
| heavenly Father's will of purpoſe, and promiſe in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and to ſuch God ſpeaks on this wiſe 
I am a Father, where is mine bonour ? ſaith the 
Lord, Mal. i. 6. And again, Tau ſhalt call me, My 
Father, not, My Maſter] and ſhalt not turn away 
from me, Jer. iii. 19. Such are redeemed from 
under the law, that they may receive the adoption 
of ſons; and, becauſe they are ſons, God hath ſent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into their hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father. I bergfore, thou art no E @ ſer- 
, want, but a ſon; and, if a ſon, then an heir of God 
thraugh Chriſt, Gal. iv. 5,'6, 7. Thus the ſon is 
no more a ſervant: © He ſpall call me, My Father,” 
15 ſays 
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ſays God, A free ſon he i is, and an heir of God: 
and you may entangle him with the legal yoke of 
bondage again, if you can, but he never ſhall be a 
bond ſervant ; for, as ſoon as God's free Spirit ope-- 
rates on him, your yoke, as well as Samſon's 
cords, will fly like tow; he will leap like a hart; and 

be more like a hind let looſe, (Gen. xlix. 21.) 
than a fool in the correction of the ſtocks, (Prov. 
vii. 22.) or a criminal i in the cords of his ſins, 
Prov. v. 22. | 


. 06 Men that blend together and confound the permiſſive | 
« and preceptive will of God, throw all ſin, if they purſue 
t the principle, from themſelves upon God.“ 


er If men blend or e the ſufferance of God, 
in ſuffering the entry and reigh of ſin, with his law 
of commandments, they throw all fin from them- 
ſelves upon God.” That God ſuffered the entrance 
of fin is clear, becauſe fin did enter, and death by 
fin ; and the law was added becauſe of tranſgreſſion, 
that fin, by the law, might become exceeding finful ; 
that the reprobate might ſee his juſt doom before- 
hand, and the elect their need of a Saviour. But, 
though God ſuffered fin to lie at man's door, that is 
no excuſe for him who opened the door, and let it in, 
when he was expreſsly commanded, by the will of 
precept, to ſhut it out no more an excuſe for man, 
than God's promiſe of: ſafety to all who failed in 
Peul's ſhip was an encouragement for ſome of them 
E 2 to 


7 
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to fly out when he ſuffered a ſtorm to wreck che 
veſſel. Neither he who let fin into the world, nor 
thoſe who, under colour, would have fled out of the 
ſhip, could charge God wich their folly, or throw 
their ſins upon him: they were both actuated by the 
freedom of their own will, though the mariners were 


compelled to abide, and Adam ſuffered to go on. 


Adam had God's preceptive will before him, before 
his permiſſive will (as you call it) ſuffered -the en- 
trance of ſin; and every fleſhly child of Free-will 
has got the ſame before his eyes, that he may not 
throw the fin upon God, who by commandment 
| forbids it; but take it to e who N 
commits it. 


ce A very popular writer and preacher of this ſtamp, in 
*« order to prove that the moral law is not the only rule of 
« life, if it be any at all, aſks, with an air of confidence, 
« if our Lord would ever have ſaid to Peter, had the mo- 
4c ral law been intended as the only rule of life, Before 
«* the cock crow twice, thou ſhalt" ( on the e word, Shalt 
in capitals) deny me'thrice? Py” 


1 do. not know, who this 1 writer wy 
preacher is of whom you Sek; but, certain it is 
chat Peter was delivered from the yoke of the law, 
and the curſe of it too, for the Saviour had pro- 
nounced him bleſſed before he fell. Had he been 
a child of the fleſh, and under the law, he would 
have been without hope, and without help; and, 
conſequently, would have riſen no more; ſor, Yee 
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10 bim that is alone when he falleth, for hs bath not 
another to help him up, Eccleſ. iv. 10, But, as he was 
delivered from the law, and the curſe of it, and was 
in union, communion, and fellowſhip, with the Son 
of God, when Peter fell, the Saviour ft up bis 
fellow, The devil was too much for Peter; but 7790 . 
Hall withſtand him he cannot pluck the elect out of 
the Saviour's hand, nor out of the Father's hand ; 
nor ſhall the Spirit of God ever be taken from them, 
and the threefold love of God is @ cord that is vor 
quickly broken, Eecleſ. iv. 12. 

It is clear that our Lord never ſent any of his 
elect to the law; nor did he call it their rule of life ; 
nor did he ever ſay any thing to encourage ſelf; the 
proud deer he always ſent to the law; the humble 
ſupplicant and the ſerious inquirer were always 
pointed to faith; their uſefulneſs and fruitfulneſs 
were to depend on their union with him, and abiding 
in him z and, as for Self, We, or Shall we, its impo- 
| tence was often ſet forth, and its aid for ever re- 
jected. Without me you can do nothing. He that 
ill come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up 
bis croſs, and follow me. But this doctrine was not 
enough for Peter; he muſt make an application of 
it in the fiery trial; * Though all men be offended 


. becauſe of thee, yet will I never be offended. 


ee Though I ſhould die with thee, yet will I not de- 
te ny thee. Peter ſtuck to Self, and the Lord with- 
drew his arm. 7 will was Peter's bulwark ; which, 
in the devil's fieve, was only chaff. Peter would not 

E 3 deny 
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deny Self; nor would Self own the Lord, athough 


Peter had been Bleſſed by the Saviour, as is clear: 


c Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjonah, for fleſh and 
ec blood hath not revealed this unto. thee, but my 


Father, which is in heaven.” Which bleſſing 


muſt unavoidably have brought Peter from under 


the curſe of the old cavenant. Yet, it appears to me 


that there was in Peter a cleaving to the law, as his 


rule of life, by the ſelf-confidence that he boaſted of, 
Though all be offended, I will never be offended: for, 


as Paul ſays, © Where is boaſting, then? It is ex- 


* cluded. By what law? Of works? Nay, but by 
ct the law of faith. So that Peter's confidence 
ſprang from his legal adherence to the law ; and his 


boaſting of more ſtedfaſtneſs than the reſt of the diſ- 


eiples muſt come by that covenant, for it doth not 


.exclude boaſting : it could never ſpring from the 
doctrine, nor from the Spirit, of the Goſpel; both 


are averſe to this; as it is written, Before the cock 
crow twice, thou ſhalt deny me thrice. And your 
rule, Sir, would do no more for you than it did for 


Peter, if you were to be tried as he was. That king ; 


; "_ againſt whom e is no Fg up. 


« As chough Peter had been 8 as much obedience | 


te in curſing, and ſwearing, and denying his Lord, as ever 


he did when performing an act of obedience to any pre- 
* cept of the moral law. And, if fo, his tears muſt either 
** have been crocodile ones, or very criminal ones, when 


— 


te. he went out, as he preſently did, and wept bitterly. And 


kn yet, 
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10 yet, theſe are the men whom many are ready to ery up 
« as the on 4 ann, of the pure . br” 


...The Siviews did not ſpeak to Peter here as a law- 
giver, nor was he enforcing the law ; but ſpoke as a 
King and Sovereign, being jealous of his own power 
and glory ; which he will never give to another, 
by admitting a copartner; the Scriptures having, 
before Peter's fall, pronounced 4 cur/e on him that 
maketh fleſh bis arm; and branded him with the name 
of a fool that truſts in his own beart; together 
with a number of curſes to them who continue not 
in all things written in the book of the law, to do 
them. That which follows, I find, is yours own 
inference. | 3 


/ 


RR As if Peter bad been vieling a8 Hob * in 
(0 curſing, and ſwearing, and denying his Lord, as ever hes... 
« did when abr an act of obedience to ts more, 
0 law,” 


All the obedience that ever Peter performed i ina 
| Rate of nature, was, I believe, little worth; for he 
ranks himſelf among the revellers, banqueters, .and 
in abominable idolatries. It appears, by his reſolu- 
tions, that he was going at that time to perform an 
act of obedience to the moral law: this may be ſeen 
'by his confidence and boaſting, which Paul ſays that 
| covenant does not exclude; though the other really 
does. However, Peter clave to the law; and he 
8 we, as the Galatians did, that Chriſt profited him 
— 2 4 1 * 
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nothing in that way—he fell from grace, from ſup- 
porting grace; though not from the habit of grace, 
nor from the bond of the covenant, nor from the 
faithfulneſs of the covenant Head: © / have prayed for 
ce thee, that thy faith fail nas; and, when thou art con- 
ce verted from thy legality, ſelf-confidence, and fleſhly 
ec boaſting, ſtrengthen thy brethren ; not by ſending 
cc them to the law for felf-confidence and vain truſt, 
ce leſt they fall into the devil's ſieve, as you will 
. « ſhortly do; but by pointing them to my powerful 
« arm and faithfulneſs, which will moſt furely lift 
<« thee up when fallen, and abide faithful when thou 
« doſt not believe. And Peter remembered this; 
for, when certain of the ſect of the Phariſees ſaid 
the believers mult be circumciſed, and keep the lau 
2 L Peter withſtood them to the face, telling 
, © that God, who knew their hearts, bare them 
ce 23 giving them the Holy Ghoſt; and had 
00 purified their hearts by faith ; that they tempted. 
4 God in putting that yoke upon them; and that 
« he believed that, through the grace of the Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, they would be ſaved, even as the 
« apoſtles themſelves.” Acts xv. 8, 9, 10, Set... 
I do not believe that Peter's tears were either 
&E crocodile ones or criminal ones, He had cauſe 
enough for grief and compunction when he reflected 
on his having made ſo glorious a beginning in the 
Spirit, and then fooliſhly attempted to be made per- 
fect by the fleſh. However, Peter gained more by 
his fall than he had done by any of his preceding 
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acts of obedience to the moral 1 This prophecy 
Jas fulfilled in Peter, and many others, Aud ſome of 
chem of underſtanding ſpall fall, to try them, to purge, 
and to make them white, even to the time of the end, 
Dan. xi. 35. But this trying, purging, and making 
white, comes not from the law, nor does any act of 

our obedience thereto procure it; but, in mercy he 
ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt. . 


Many there are, who do not at all ſeruple to aſſert that - 
«© believers have nothing at all to do with the law, as a rule 
6 of life, any more than as a covenant of works. We truſt 
you have not ſo learned Chriſt, If you have truly drank, 
*. into the ſpirit of the Goſpel, you will be ſo far from con- 
ſidering it as a burden to he under the law to Chriſt, that 


6 you will eſteem it as a privilege.” 

I defire to declare what the word of God does, 
and nothing elfe. The Holy Ghoſt declares, that 
whatſoever the law faith, it faith to them that are 
under the law, Rom. iii. 19. That the believer is 
not under the law, but under grace, Rom. vi. 14. 
That the Son of God did redeem them that were 
under the law, that they might receive the adoption 
of ſons, Gal. iv. 5. And that thoſe who are led by | | 
the Spirit are not under the law, Gal. v. 18. ; 

« We are under the law to Chriſt,” ſays Paul, 
1 Cor. ix. 21. But, what law is that which, in 


d the belie ver is under? M» A law ſhall proceed 
„ from 
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« from me,” ſaith the Saviour, © and my judgment 

ﬆ ſhall reſt for a light of the people.” Iſa. Ii. 4. 
This law and judgment is called a teſtimony bound, 

and a law ſealed, among the Lord's diſciples, Iſa. viii. 


16. Which teſtimony is the Goſpel; the bond of 


which is love; and they are diſciples who receive 

the true teſtimony in the love of it. The law is the 

law of faith; the ſeal is the Spirit of God:“ The 

_  « day you believed, you were ſealed with the holy 
'« Spirit of promiſe.” Epheſ. i. 13. Here is the law 

and judgment proceeding from Chriſt ; and this is a 


teſtimony bound, a law ſealed, among his diſciples. 


This teſtimony and bond, this law and ſeal, is the 
.. everlaſting Goſpel in the hand of the Spirit; and 
under this law Paul was to Chriſt: for this is the 


lau that is in the Saviour; He is not 4 prieſt after the 


law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of 
an endleſs life, In being under this law of faith, in the 
hand of the Spirit, Paul glories, and calls it being 
not under the law, but under grace: For the law of 
« the Spirit of life, in Chriſt Jeſus, makes me free 
4 from the law of fin and death.” Rom. viii. 2. : 
' This is the law of faith; this is the diſpenſation of 
| the Spirit and life in Chriſt Jeſus, which made Paul 
free from the reigning power of the law of fin that 
was in his members, Rom. vii. 23, 24, 25. and from 
the miniſtration of death, written and en rent in Heeres 


2 Cor. iii. 7. 


| There is not only a being made this, but a de- N 
luverance alſo from the law, and that for God's glory 
7 | and 
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and our good: © But now we are delivered from the 
e law, that being dead wherein we were held; that 

'« we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of Spirit, and not in 
ce the oldneſs of the latter.” Rom, vii. 6. Men can 
make no more of the law of Moſes than what is 
called the letter; and a killing letter ; they cannot 

get the Spirit nor life from it, do what they will. It 
is oppoſed to the diſpenſation of the Spirit, and 
proved that it cannot give life. Men may make it 
their only rule of life, walk, conduct, and conyerſa- 
tion, or what they pleaſe ; they can call it no more 
than living, walking, and ſerving, in the letter; to to 

Which the life of faith, a walk in newneſs of. life, a 
ſervice in the newneſs of the Spirit, an union with 
Chriſt, and a good converſation in him, are oppoſed. 
Nor does this evangelical doctrine, or doing the 
work of an evangeliſt, lead the evangelized to a li- 
centious life. If fin hath not dominion over a man, 
it is becauſe he is not under the lat, but under grace. 
Nor has Chriſt, in magnifying the law and making 
i honourable, altered the nature of the law: it is a 
covenant of works ſtill; a killing letter, and the mi- 
niſtration of death, ſtill; a yoke of bondage, and 
will entangle 4 fooliſh Galatian ſtill, 1 came not 
F to deſtroy the law; I came to give my people an 
« eaſier yoke, and a lighter burden but you that 
© cleave to the letter, you that do not believe 
_ * Moſes's killing writings, how ſhall you believe 
te my words? You have one that accuſes you, 
| even Moſes, i in whom you truſt ; and, dying un- 
der 


% 
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, der that diſpenſation, heaven and earth ſhall paſd 
& away before one jot or tittle of the law ſhall fail.” 
| * eee | 


. a & you hare not ſs learned Chi. ; 


11 ſhould have been vide thus — e 500 you 
« haue not fo learned Moſes.” The ſubject in hand 
is the law, and the doctrine you are defending is that 
of the law's being the believer's rule of life; but, 


whether the believer is to get life from this rule, or 


by this rule, or from a Saviour's fulneſs by faith, we 

are not'informed : whether a ſupply of the Spirit, 
and grace to help in every time of need, are to be 
obtained by eyeing and living by this rule; or by 
looking to Jeſus, and living by the faith of him; is 
not as yet made known to us, But, you ſhould take 
care not to confound things: you have charged 


ſome with confounding permiſſive and preceptive 


will together; and you, Sir, do little leſs, when, in 
the character of a miniſter of Moſes, enforcing an 

obedient life, or a ſervice in the oldneſs of the letter, 

you conclude with an evangelical phraſe, * 2/2 


 « eruſt you have not ſo learned Chriſt,” when the 


2 ſubject of your diſcourſe is none * than 
| |. No man who hasxched rde gracious 
will ever think it hard to be under grace, under the 
law of the Spirit of life to Chriſt : he knows that, 
7 * the Saviour commands, he gives him | 
3 | Do 
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power and grace to obey ; for in this conſiſts the 
eaſineſs of his yoke, and the lightneſs of his bur- 


« Theſe empty declaimers talk of believers being under 
4 no other law than the law of love. We aſk them, love 
4 to what? Love to their own luſts, or their own whims 

% and fancies, and unſcriptural, licentious principles ? If 
« they mean love to God, we aſk. them how they can ex- 
« preſs love to God if they do not love his law? And 
4 what ground can there be for their loving his law, if 
« they have nothing at all to do with it? And, if it be 
« not a rule of life | to them, what can they > have to 0 | 

« with it | | 


in judge of a man's heart-treaſure * | 
what comes out of his mouth, or flows from his 
pen, we can never ſay of Mr. Evans, that he comes 
forth to the world, or to the church, in the fung of 
the Goſpel of peace: for, if a folio volume of ſuch 
doctrine as this was to be diſtilled into the Spoye's 
Aaggon, it would not amount to one reviving cordial 
of comfort, nor ſtay a love-fick ſoul from fainting. 

Sending believers to the Law, is not comforting | 


them with apples, nor ſtaying them with flaggons. 
The promiſes of the Goſpel, and the love of Chriſt, 


which is better than wine, proceed not from Mount 

Sinai, but from Zion: and with theſe they muſt be 
ſed, for they are heirs of the promiſes, and the 
Bridegroom's ſpouſe and friends ; and, if debarred 
of the new wine, and the new bottle, there will be 
no 
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no more ſpirit in them: With deference to Mr. 
Evans - not to call him an © empty declaimer:”— 
yet, ſurely, a more empty declamation than this 
elaborate Letter of his can no where be met og 


> 1 wk of believers being . no ne dine char 7 
; as the law of love.” | 


God Wel his \prople;! in Chriſt, from al eternity 5 5 
dtravs them to Chriſt in time; ſheds abroad his love 
in their heart by the Spirit; and promiſes never to 
take his loving-kindnefſs from them: and, when this 
is manifeſted to our hearts, he tells us we have 
ſound grace in his ſight, and favour with God. 
And, pray, what is this grace and favour but the 
manifeſtation of love? Thus, to be under grace; 
or kept in the love of God, is one and the ſame 
thing ſo that if they ſay, © We are under no lar 
. but the law of love,“ ſuch an aſſertion is conſo- 
nant with the Bible, which ſays, Ve are not under 
* the law, but under grace. And again, If ye 
« are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law.“ 
Which Spirit is the Spirit of love, and of a ſound 
mind; and the firſt fruit of the Spirit is love; and | 
* he that dwelleth in love i in nnen _ 
* God dwelleth in him.“ Sin 1 
But, why ſuch ſ be called empty e 7 
I know. not, ſince love is the fulfilling of the law © 
it is the old commandments greateſt requirement, 
and the new cominandment's beſt e z love to 
God 


K & „ . 
* 
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God and our neighbour is the grand hinge both 
of the law and the prophets. I think he is an 
empty declaimer who takes up a profeſſion, or takes 
the lamp of the law, when deſtitute of the ai! of joy, | 
| which ſprings from love: for, if a man hath all know- 

ledge, underſtands all myſteries, and ſpeaks with 
the tongue of men and angels, and hath not charity, 
or love, he is but as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling 
cymbal—and, though not a empty declaimer, is, 
nevertheleſs, but an Fenty ſound. | 


ws We aſk them, Love to what? Love to their own | 
« luſts, or their own whims and fancies ; and unfcriptural, _ 
MK licentious principles? 8 an 


If ydu ſee an Antinomian making a flaming pro- 


feſſion, when, at the ſame time, he is proud and 


haughty; a hater of, and declaimer againſt, thoſe 
whom he knows in his conſcience to be good; a 
lover of Mammon; aiming at wealth, or an inde- 
pendency on divine Providence; following the 
antediluvian profeſſors, in making 51 affinity with 
the offspring of Cain, or the children of the devil, 
either to gratify the luſt of the fleſſi, the luſt of the 
eye, or the covetous ſpirit of Mammon; and, at the 
ſame time, ridiculing miniſters of the Goſpel, whom - 
Chriſt hath ſent, traducing them as licentious, under- 
a cloak of perſonal holineſs and good works you 
may well ſay that ſuch men are in love with their own 
aut; and that all their harangues about the law are 
1 15 
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15 . but their own whims and fancies, for they 


hold unſcriptural notions, and live in the practice of 
licentious principles. But, you do not inform us 
that you have ſeen any ſuch fruits as theſe brought 
forth by thoſe againſt whom you exclaim; and, I 
ruſt, you never will, that 'the whcircumciſed may not 
* ; x A | | | ; | | ; | 
a anne love to God, we aſk them how they can 
« expreſs love to God if they do not love his law?” ?: 


/ 


The Chriſtian loves the law of faith after the 


inner man, for he is a new creature, He is renews 
ed in the ſpirit of his mind; and has this law put 


into his inward parts, and written in his heart, Jer. 
xxXi. 33. which, when placed there, is called tbe law 
E the wiſe, which+is' a fountain f life. And this 
law, put into their inward parts, is the coyenant of 
grace, the law of the Spirit of life, or the law of 
_ faith, whichever you pleaſe ; and is attended in the 
| believer do produce in his life every 
ching that the moral law requires. The diſpenſa- 
tion of the Spirit makes a man ſpiritual, as the law 
is ſpiritual; and holy, as the law is holy. The 
righteouſneſs of faith makes us juſt, as the law is 
juſt; the Spirit of love draws us to love God, and 
all who love him in ſincerity and truth=which are 
the Law's requirements. The treaſure of grace in 
a good man's heart makes him good, as the law 


= i good; 2 by the Goſpel, brings lr 


life 


* 
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life and immortality to light in ũs which the Law 
promiſed to the doer, but never gave. Such a foul 
delights in the law of God after the inner man, Rom. 
vii. 22. and with the mind ſerves, the law of God, 
Ram. vii. 25. for he has got in him, by the Spirit, 
all that the law requires; and, while he ſerves in 
the newneſs of the Spirit, he ſerves the law of God. 
But he who ſerves in the oldneſs of the letter, ſerves 
the law of ſin alſo; for ſuch as are in the fleſh can- 
not pleaſe God, the motions. of ſin; which are by 
the law, working in their members, do bring forth 
fruit unto death. The ſpiritual man has got the 
Atonement in his heart, which is the ſubſtance of 
the ceremonial law; and faith, which is the great 
thing of the Goſpel; and love, which is the fulfil- 
ling of the moral law: therefore ſuch a new creature 
may well delight in the law of God, and in true ho- 
lineſs in heart and life, after the inner man; and to 
ſuch ſouls God ſpeaks, and to none elſe—Hearken - 
unto me ye that know righteouſneſs, the people in 
whoſe heart not in whoſe head, nor in whoſe mouth, 
nor in whoſe book, nor in whoſe pocket] is my lam. 
Separate the law from the heart of the Mediator, or 
from the operation of the Holy Ghoſt on the heart, 
and you act as a miniſter of the letter, ſet your 
audience to ſerve in the oldneſs of it, entangle them 
in the yoke of bondage, and veil them with igno- | 


rance; which, veil will hang on their minds till their 


faces be turned to the Lord; and, inſtead of bring- 
ing them to delight in the law n the inner man, 
„ 3 


not ſubject to his law, nor, indeed, can be; and 
there can be no delight in that enmity, nor any de- 


* 


2 4 Levi re Tur 


the law will ſtir up the corruptions of a 
minds, which are naturally enmity againſt God, and 


light in a killing letter, nor in a law that worketh 


Wrath. And this the law really does, if once view- 


ed out of the heart of the Mediator, or once fepa- 
rated from the operations of the Holy Ghoſt. In 
the Spirit the ſaint muſt live, in the Spirit he muſt 
walk, in the Spirit he muſt worſhip, and in the 


newneſs of the Spirit he muſt ſerve, if ever he en- 
ters heaven, or ſees the face of God with accept- 


be ais fitther aſk, If the law of: God be not a 
. rule to 1 what is a rule to thein?” Fs 


* 


The el of Godin Chit Jeſusis the faint 
ka ; which is called the myſtery of his will, and is 


the myſtery of faith, and the law of faith: and, if 
tte father's will be not the child's rule, nothing is; 
and, if the law of faith be no rule, it is not worthy 
the name of a law; nor is it likely that men will Be 
puniſhed with everlaſting dſtruction from the | preſence 
Cod for not obeying it; nor can the ſaint be ſaid to 

_ , receive grace for obedience to the faith, if the law of 


- faich de no rule of obedience. The good- will of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, made known in the myſtery of 
faith, which is the law of faith, is the ſaint's rule; 


for it is by nnn. will that we live, walk, and 


work, 
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work, by faith. To this the Holy Ghoſt bows the 
ſtubborn ſinner's will. © Thy people ſhall be wil- 
4 Jing in the day of thy power. Son, go work to- 
e day in my vineyard; that is my will.“ — 7 will 
cc gat, ſays the rebel that made the croſs ; but, 
afterwards, be repeated, and went. This was a 
commandment that had life, and was attended with 
the grace of repentance. - Son, go thou, work 
« to-day 1 in my vineyard.” “ J go, Sir;” ſaid the 
ſelf. important bond child, but went not. And 
which dil the will of bis father? This hath been aſ- 
ſerted by the beſt of prophets “ This is he will 
c of him that ſent me, that every one that ſeeth the 
| «© Son, and believeth-on him, may not periſn, but 
cc have everlaſting life. This, Sir, is the Father's 
will; and this is the Son's rule: by purifying faith, 
which worketh by love, he is to live, to walk, to 
work, to pray, to ſtand, to fight, to overcome, and Es 
to die at laſt: Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
* will give thee a crown of life.” The believer is 
not to draw back to the yoke of bondage, nor to 
perdition, but to believe to the ſaving of the ſoul. 
And this, Sir, is ſo perfect a rule, that, without it, 
it is "pong e n * e e 
| faith h. 
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Goſpel no ſtandard of ſin and holineſs, vice and 
virtue? If it be not, how can a man be guilty of 
the great” tramggreſion, or the unpardonable fin, by 
doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, if the law of the 
Spirit of life be no rule? How can men be puniſh- 
ed with everlaſting deſtruction for not obeying the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if the Goſpel of 
the grace of God be no rule? How can the infidel 
be damned for his unbelief, if the law of faith be 
no rule? Or, how can the believer be rewarded 
with the crown of life, if the law of faith be no 
rule? Surely, the Judge of all the earth will not do 
wrong in rewarding the faithful and puniſhing the 
infidel. If the Goſpel be no. ſtandard of ſin and 
holineſs, the Gentiles who have fled 70 that ftandard 
for reconciliation and reſt will be diſappointed, and 
the rebel who has refuſed it can have nothing to 
fear; for, according to your account, it is no rule 
of life or obedience, nor any ſtandard of 4575 ho- 
lineſs, vice or virtue: then the holy and the virtu- 
ous cannot be ſaved by obeying it, nor the vicious 
ſinner be damned for rejecting it. However, it is 
a diſpenſation that makes manifeſt the counſels of 
the heart; quick and powerful; . and. ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing | 
aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of joints and mar- 


toy; and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 


ol the heart, Heb. iv, 12. that brings in the alarmed 
ſinner guilty, condemned.of all, and judged of all; and 
| . 
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s in the er It is a law that diſcovers a 
laſcivious look to be adultery; anger in the heart 
to be murder in the abſtract; a glaſs for the natu- 
ral man to ſee his face in; a ſea of glaſs, to diſcover 
every ſpot or wrinkle; reveals covetouſneſs, as the 
root of all evil; the ſelf- righteous to be farther 
from the kingdom of heaven than publicans and 
harlots; an outward appearance of holineſs to be 
the varniſh of the worſt of hypocrites ; the ſin of 
unbelief to be the baſis of damnation;- and a covet- 
ous man to be the worſt of idolaters—which the 
law of Moſes forbids, but never diſcovers it, as the 
diſpenſation of the Spirit does, which convinces the 
world of ſin, of righteouſneſs, 'and of judgment. 
Nor did Paul find out the evil of luſt effectually, 
though the Law had ſaid, Thou ſbalt not cover, until 
the light of the Goſpel, from the face of the Saviour, 
fined round about him: for, before this light came, 
and the commandment in the blaze of it, Be was 
alive without the law; and, as touching the righte- 
ouſneſs of it, he thought himſelf blameleſs —You 
do, Sir, (with reverence: be it ſpoken I) mutilate, 
disfigure, and debaſe, the maſs ITY of = 
Son of God hy > | 


1 40 And What 1 of the VA of the Gal, AS 
oy * magnifying ar and making honourable the Law * 


be Lane ctgde honoveehle by the hut 
life and paſſive death of the Son of God; who trod 

* Wc alone, when of the people there was 
Fi - none 


„ — f * 
5 * OW. 
4 


36 | 
none with him. When there was none to help, nor 
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any to uphold, then his own arm brought ſalvation 
unto him,” and his fury it ſuſtained him ; and, as 
there was no hand to help, nor people to uphold, 

there are to be no ſharers in the glory of the conqueſt, = 
though many ſhare in the ſpoils :' * My glory! will 
uſe to —_ 


I" | 

ORG IF RIPE 
is he not the miniſter of fin ? * San 
W — che fo , Fs 


No! cn e eee Ge u e 
Apen und promiſe, which terminates in glory to 
God in the higheſt, on earth peace, and good-will 

toward men, He came to reveal a better rule; 


For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of a better hope did, by the which we draw. nigh unto. 


Sud. If this rule brings glory ta God, peace upon 


earth, and good-will to men; makes them perfect, 
through Chriſt, which the law never revealed, nor 


erer did; how can the glorious Redeemer, the au- 


thor of it, be the miniſter of ſin? The miniſtration | 
of ſin in the Scriptures is not applied to Chriſt, nor 


to thoſe who preach him ; but to ſuch as blend his 


Goſpel with legality. «© Knowing that a man is 


et not juſtified by the works of the law, but by the 


* egg R ven we have believed in 
c Jeſus 
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t Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the 
« faith of Chriſt, and not by the works, of the law; 
« for by the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be 
4 juſtified. But if, while we ſeek to be Jultified 
ce by Chriſt, we ourſelves alſo are found ſinners; is, 
10 therefore, Chriſt the miniſter of ſin? God for- 
« bid! For, if I build again the things that I de- 
« ſtroyed, I make myſelf a tranſgreſſor. For I, 
« through the law, am dead to the law, that I 
0. might live unto God. 1 am crucified with 


« Chriſt: nevertheleſs, I live; yet, not I, - = 


« Chriſt liveth in me; and the life which I now 
« live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
te God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, 
* I do not fruſtrate the grace of God; for, if righte- 
a mos came by the law, then Chriſt is dead in 
ct yain,” Gal. li. 
Chbriſt cannot be the miniſter of ſin: but the queſ-- 
tion. is put to thoſe who repreſent him as ſuch; who 
fruſtrate the grace of God by their legality, and de- 
baſe-the Goſpel by an outcry for good works before 
folks; but in heart, in power, and in practice, are 
inferior to others — nor have I a fi ingle doubt but 
Mr. Evans is inferior, in all theſe reſpects, to many. 
of thoſe whom he accuſes. 
Nor is the law. © made void through faith i” for 
iris eſtabliſhed in, the hand of a juſt Judge, in the 
heart of the Mediator, as . magnified and made 
5 honourable; and in the fleſhly tables of every be- 


"on heart, as written by the Spirit of 4 living 
F 4. God: 


| % 
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God: the righteouſneſs of the law i is fulfilled in weh 5 
who walk, not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
If ic is thus eftabliſhed by the preaching of faith, 
and the righteouſneſs of it fulfilled in the believer, 
bow can it be made void? Why, you write, Sir, 
| like one who never had one glimpſe of the Goſpel 
myſtery, 1 am obliged to ſpeak to you as unto 
carnal, as unto a babe in Chriſt; for you ſeem to 
be not only unſkilful, but altogether unacquainted 


wich the word of righteouſneſs ; and I queſtion not 


that ſeveral Antinomian old women, who uſually ſit 
under my miniſtry, are able to diſſect and anatomize 
n whole Von, of legality. | 


« And yet, Stink! can be den of with more horror than 
* this —“ God forbid ! we eſtabliſh the law?” 


"He : be ſhocked, Sir, nor tremble ; z for Goa ; 
will make you tremble much more before he takes 
you to heaven: Satan's ſieve, or ſome fiery trial, 
will conſume all this bay, trat, and Aubble, before 
you are eternally ſaved. I have ſhewn you copi- 
ouſly how the law is eſtabliſhed—and do you eſta- 
bliſh it any other way, if you can. Calling it the 
believer's rule of life has never eſtabliſhed it yet, 
nor ever will. The righteouſneſs of the law is 
8 fulfilled i in the belie ver, not by him; it is fulfilled in 
him by the work of God, not by his works. If 
your notion eſtabliſhes the law, then the Phariſees, 


who told the believers to be ine and keep 
the 


* 
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che law of Moſes, were the only people that did it 
— but theſe were charged with coming in only to 
ſpy out the liberty of the ſaints, that they might 
bring them into bondage. Nor will you ever eſ- 
tabliſh the law by the good works of the ſaints this 
way. Good works do not ſpring from God's will 
of commandments, but from his will of -purpoſe : 
Created, in Chriſt Feſus, unto good works, which God 
bath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in them, 
Nor do they ſpring from the miniſtry of the letter, 
but from the miniſtry of the Spirit, by whom we 
are furniſhed unto all good works. Nor is the law 
the grand teacher of good works, but it is the grace 
of God that teaches us to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts; and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in the world. Nor is man the active agent 
of good works ; but God, who: works in him both 
to will and to do. Nor muſt the ſelf- important 7, 
or We, or Shall we, run away with the glory of 
good works: I laboured more abundantly than 
c they all; yet, not I, but the grace ee e 
Fx, with n | Nes 21-44 


"8 If he * be no rule of lie to a en his 3 of 
« it can be no ſin; and his pretending, therefore, to boaſt 
<« of the blood of Chriſt, as having enſured to him the 
c PARDON of his fins, when he can have none ſince he 
'« * firſt believed, upon his principles, to be pardoned ; is a 
4 piece of impiety on the one hand, or hypocriſy on the 
abcr which wants a name to deſcribe it, there is ſo much 
complicated guilt and impiety involved in it.. 

1 # | Making 
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| Making the law of faith, and that of the Spirit 
* life, not worthy the name of a law—ſo no rule 
As another debaſement of the Goſpel; conſe- 
quently, counteracting theſe laws can be no ſin. 
At the great 6-00 * the ee books will 
be opened. | 

The beathens are a uw oy 8 A 
. and conſciences accuſing or excuſing one 
another. Theſe fin without law, and ſhall be 
judged without law, when the book of Conſcience 
is laid open, and the thoughts: of their hearts are 

made manifeſt. 

Ihe blind legaliſt, who is under hs law, and fins 
ck: law, ſhall be judged by the law, when the 
roll of the Pentateuch is unfolded; and the awful 
contents of /amentation, OW 260 Up 4 
covered, 'Ezek07 10 

—— Gebel and Ae or is 
— obedient to the faith, is condemned already. This 
is his condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, but [he hugged the old veil] he loved dark- 
neſs rather than light, becauſe his deeds were evil. 

He believes not, and ſhall be damned. He okxvs not 
"the gel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and ſhall be pu- 
5 niſbed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
_ the Lord, and the glory of his power, 
+ _ . He who blaſphemes againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſins | 
4 aint the greateſt law, and the laſt Law-giver; for 
hae ſins againſt tbe Jaw of the Spirit of liſe, which is 
the fin unto death, and the great tranſyreſſion ; and 


REV. CALEB EVANS. gr. 


this will appear when the book of life is opened. 
But, how an unbeliever can be damned when the law 
of faith is no rule of life, or of obedience to life, is 
to me a myſtery. And how one diſobedient to the 
Goſpel can be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, 
when it is no law to be obeyed; or how any man 
can be guilty of the great tranſgreſſion, or the unpar- 
donadle fin, if tae law of the Spirit be no rule; is what 
I cannot comprehend, and it is what this author can 
never explain, If the belieyer and profeſſor of 
faith have no rule of life except the moral law, the 
Judge of-all the earth, if he proceeds in judgment 
according to the above account, will hardly do right. 
And I will leave the righteous to judge where this 
reproach is likely to fall; and whether this advocate 
for the law. does not mutilate, disfigure, and debe 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the miniſtry of the Spirit, 

worſe than any Antinomian ever debaſed the law 2. 
In all the treatiſes, ancient or modern, which I have 
ever read on this ſubject, I have invariably ſeen the 
propriety of the Holy Spirit's aſſertion, That thoſe 
«obo defire to be teachers of the law turn afide to vain 
Jangling, knowing either what they 90 nor whereof - 
= affirms 

Nor has this author eſtabliſhed the 5 on any one 
off its own proper foundations; neither in the hand 
of Juſtice, nor in the heart of the Mediator, who is 
both our Ark and Mercy-ſeat; nor in the hand of 
the Spirit, the heart of the ſaints, or the ſouls f 
che damned. I defy the whole world to prove that 
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he hath eſtabliſhed either the law or the Goſpel; 
We are told that the law is the believer's rule of 
life ; and that, if it be not, the believer, or hypo- 
critical profeſſor, (for ſuch are intended by Antino- 
mians) “ can have no ſin to be pardoned:” conſe- 
quently, neither the law of the Spirit, nor the con- 
ſciences of Heathens, are either laws or rules; and 
therefore the damnation of both muſt be unjuſt ; it 
cannot be a righteous judgment; nor can the hypo- 
critical tribe, or heathen part of the wn be Judged 
in righteouſneſs. | 
And farther, if the believer and the infidet; "yt 
ſon and the ſervant, have both one rule, the juſt God 
muſt be juſt to that law; and, as it is the faint's only 
rule, he muſt, as a juſt God, deal with the believer 
according to his ſins, and reward him according to 
his iniquity ; for that law will by no means clear the 
guilty, nor will Truth and Juſtice allow of paſſing 
by the tranſgreſſion even of the remnant of God's 
heritage. But, if the good-will of the Father, in 
the myſtery of faith, be the Son's rule, he can, in 
mercy, correct them in meaſure, and not leave them 
wholly unpuniſhed. By this will the Father of 
Spirits can with truth and juſtice chaſten them for 
their profit, that they may be'partakers of bis holingſs : 
and theſe chaſtiſements are called proofs of their ſon- 
ſhip; and he never will take his merey from them; 
nor will he ever impute ſin to them in a legal way; 
nor ſhall theſe purged ones have any more con- 
ſcience of ſins in this way. The Father of mer- 
44 cies, 
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cies, and God of all comfort, deals thus with his 
children. But Juſtice, by the legal rule, will never 
do ſo; nor ſhall a jot or tittle of that law ever fail. 
The former is the voice of the Father in the pro- 
miſes to the heirs of promiſe; the latter is the voice 
of Juſtice to the ſlave: What the Law uy it 8 gs 
to them that are under it. | 

This author's rule made nothing pe but the 
bringing in of a better did. By this author we have 
ſeen what vain jangling does. Here is nothing ſaid 
to the purpoſe, nor any thing affirmed; neither the 
Law eſtabliſhed, nor the Goſpel. The myſtery of 
faith is debaſed, as being neither law nor rule; and 
the killing letter exalted above all. The rod of 
Chriſt's ſtrength, out of Zion, rules no more in the 
midſt of Jeruſalem : the rod is ſtill in the hand of 
Moſes; and Mr. Evans props up his arm, that ov 
ſpiritual Joſhua may defeat Amalek. Bleſſed be 
God for his teſtimony bound, his law ſealed, in the 
heart : and to the pure records of that law and teſti- 
mony let us go (and they who ſpeak not according 
to that rd [of life] have no light in them) ; and we 
ſhall find our great apoſtle—who knew what he ſaid, 
and whereof he affirmed—giving the W his 
only rule of life in a few words. 

Firſt, kle Purges out all ſuch Ne pt from the 
rule. | 

Secondly, Deſcribes the real faint. - 

Thirdly, Sets his rule before him. And, 

Fourthly, Affirms that mercy and peace ſhall be 

upon 
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upon him.—Which no advocate for the hw 60 
ever do. 
_ Firſt, He purges out all legality : 2. As many as 
« deſire to make a fair ſhew in the feſh | inſtead of 
< the ſpirit], they conſtrain you to be circumciſed 
[to reconcile the world to religion], only left they 
« ſhould ſuffer perſecution for the croſs of Chriſt 
« [or be called Antinomians J. For neither they 
C themſelves, who are circumciſed, keep the law 
nor can they, unleſs the Spirit of God be in their 
« hearts}; but they deſire to have you circumciſed, 
et that they may glory in your fleſh, Gal. vi. 12, 13, 
« as having made you reformed and : conformable 
“ proſelytes, inſtead of converted faints.” By cir- 
cumciſion, they aimed at bringing the Galatians in 
debtors to fulfil the whole law. © Circumciſion is 
© nothing, and uncircumciſion is nothing, but the 
c keeping the commandments of God,” 1 Cor. vii. 
19. {for life] is what they meant, He next — 
ſcribes the real faint. Li! 
- Secondly, © For, in Chriſt Jeſus, neither circum- 
« cifion availeth ny thing, nor uncircumciſion, buf 
© 4 new creature.” This new creature is one. re- 
newed in knowledge, and created anew in Chrift 
Jeſus : which creation ftands in juſtification by im- 
putation, and in regeneration by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
as it is written, Created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
« after the image of him that created him, in righte- 
« ouſngſs and true holineſs.” Theſe three things, 
Knowledge, Fuſtification, and Sanitification, are ſuch 
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as n a man, and entide him to heaven. It is 
life eternal to know God, and Jeſus-Chriſt, whom 
he hath ſent. He that believes is juſtified freely 
from all things, and ſhall never come into con- 
demnation; and they who are partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt have got a Comforter that ſball abide with 
them for ever: and this law of the Spirit is a foun- 
tain of life; a well of living water, ſpringing up into 
everlaſting life. This is the man that is in Chriſt, 
and is a new creature; and theſe are the things 
which - avail, though circumciſion does not. By 
what law is this man juſtified, or made righteous'? 
I anſwer, By the law of faith. By what law is he 
made a partaker of true holineſs? By the law of 
Moſes? Nay; God miniſtereth not the Spirit by 
the works of the law, but by the hearing of faith. 
Paul, who advanced theſe things, knew what he 
ſaid, and whereof he n ren our author 
does not. 

Thirdly, What is the rule af wh new man in 
Chriſt? Paul fays, In Chriſt Jeſus, circumciſion 
« availeth nothing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith, 
« that worketh by love.” Gal. v. 6. Thus the law 
of faith is the renewed man's rule; nor did this 
apoſtle ever ſet any other before him. The miniſ- 
ters of ' circumciſion, it is true, had ſent ſome of 
them to the old rule for perſonal holineſs and good 


works, or to make a fair ſhew in the fleſh; and the 


Galatians thought to be made perfect by the fleſh. 
. my * a Iſrael did againſt the Ama- 
- Ki 
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lekites, without God. The Saviour went not with 


| them to that rule: he ſtaid behind with his Goſpel; 


and wrought miracles, and miniſtered the pit ha 


the hearing of faith. 


Fourthly, Paul-ſhews the ſafety of this 1 new. crea- 
ture in Chriſt, who is bleſſed with this faith that 
worketh by love: As many as walk according to this. 
rule, mercy on them, and peace, and upon the Iſrael of 
Cad. The ſure mercies of David, and the peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, be upon 
every new creature in Chriſt; who walks not by 
ſight, but by faith; who treads in the ſteps of the 
faith of our father Abraham; a faith that worketh 
by love to God, and to all who love him i in HA 
and . 5 


1 4 


His pretending, therefore, to boaſt of the blood of 


«© Chriſt; as having enſured to him the pardon of his ſins, 


&« when he can have none ſince he firſt believed, upon his 
«* principles, to be pardoned, is a piece of impiety on the 


one hand, or hypocriſy on the other, which wants a name 


& todeſcribe it, there is ſo much complicated guilt and im- 
18 piety involved in it. wh 


| 125 heed, Sir, that you do not involve yourſelf 
in the worſt of guilt and impiety, by thus debaſing 
the law of faith. You have aſked, If the law be 
tc riot a rule of life, what ſtandard can there be of 
te fin and holineſs, . vice and virtue? And now, if 
10 the. law be not a rule of Re 4 believer can have 

9 
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tc no ſin to pardon.” © Theſe are ſuch awful queſ- 
tions, attended with ſuch vile reflections, as I never 
read before. I will bring them to the touchſtone. 
A law ſhall proceed from me (ſaith Chriſt), and I will 
make my judgment to reſt for a. LiGaT of the people, 
If. Ii. 4. Is this /aw, which is the Lord's judg- 
ment, which ſhall re [or remain] for a LI, no 
ſtandard ? and is ſin againſt this, no tranſgreſſion? 
I think ſuch are the worſt of rebels: they are of 
the number of - thoſe who rebel againſt the light 5 
c they know not the way thereof, nor abide in the: 
« paths thereof,” Job xxiv. 13. And this is: 
e their condemnation, that light is come into the 
« world, and they loved darkneſs rather than light;: 
« becauſe their deeds were evil,” John iii. 19. If 
the ſpiritual. man ſins, he . ſins againſt light and: 
knowledge ; againſt the teſtimony bound, the law: 
ſealed, on his heart; and grieves the Spirit by which 
he is ſealed : he ſins againſt the good. will of the beſt 
of Fathers, who is offended at the provoking of his ſans 
and daughters ; he ſins againſt the law of the Spirit 
in Chriſt Jeſus; and againſt the ſtrongeſt tie of all, 
namely, the everlaſting love of God. The conſide- 
ration of ſuch baſe ingratitude, when charged home- 
with fatherly ſeverity, as the ſins of David and 
Peter were, cuts the believer deeper, and gives him 
a more noble and effectual wounding, than all the 
ſhafts of Sinai, ſhould God heap Jong and en 
his arrows, upon him, Deut. xxxii. 23. : 
A A bond child is never humbled by. an calms 

ment at the bar of Juſtice: ſuch cry not when the 
8 Lord 
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Tord bindeth them ; but look up, and eurſe botks 
their King and their God, Iſa. viii. 21. It was 
againſt the /aw of faith, or the Saviour's judgment, 
that reſts for a light, that Peter ſinned; and this the 
Lord let him know, when, by a penetrating glance 
of his eye, he arraigned him. Peter underſtood it. 
The Lord need do no more than turn and look upon 
Pater — that ſhall wound him, and melt him too. 
Nathan aggravated the circumſtances of David's 
crime (though he lived in Old Teſtament times) 
more, by repeating God's goodneſs and manifold 
gifts to him. And if that had been too little, I would | 
have given thee ſuch and fuch things—than by ar- 
raigning him at the bar of the Law. David ſinned 
againſt the love of God, which is both the old and 
the new commandment, and which commandment 
is life everlaſting; ſinning againſt which brought 
David to the pains of hell; until a freſh manifefta- 
tion of it ſent him forth, like a child weaned 9 his 
mother, | 
Surely, gentlemen who write as this author does 
can never be experimentally acquainted with thoſe 
high obligations, filial, tender, delicate, noble, and 
powerful, ties of the Jaw of the Spirit of life, which 
bind the heir of promiſe ſo faſt to the Father of 
mercies, and God of all comfort ! God writes his 
hw in the hearts of his children—and I thought 
ais had been the better ſtandard of vice and virtue; 
and that ſins againſt bis had been the worſt crimes, 
an to FINE deep f f Ste, heavy groans, and 
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| humble confeflions, of Bible ſaints. Sure I am, 
that he who is made free from the law of fin and 
death by the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
will be glad to kiſs the Son, and cleave to this So- 
vereign; nor ever with to break his bands gfunder, 
or caſt his cords from bim. | 
I chink the Father's will of purpoſe and promiſe 
in Chriſt Jeſus i is the more perſect rule for us; and, 
when revealed in the myſtery of faith, and applied 
by the Spirit, is a complete ftandard of vice and 
virtue. And ſubmiſſion to this is the firſt act of 
| obedience : Thy people ſpall be wiLLING in the day of 
thy power. Every croſs, trial, diſappointment, or 
chaſtiſement, is to bring the believer humbly reſign- 
ed to the ſovereign will of God—while your rule, 
Sir, works wrath; and the bond child is as far from 
Gofpel ſubmiſſion as the Father of Lies himſell. 
The Saviour's higheſt act of obedience lay in ſub- 
miſſion to his Father's will: Not my will, but thine 
be done. Nor is this act of obedience attributed to 
his ſervitude, but to his Sonſhip. It is not cou- 
pled with a— Behold my Servant, whom I uphold; 
but with -a—Though be were a Son, yet he learned 
obedience by the things which he ſuffered, Heb. v. 1. 
1 was this higheſt act of obedience given to the 
rule of the moral law, or to the preceptive will of 
God, as you call it; for that law does not require 
a juſt man to ſuffer or die for a criminal. I come.to 
do thy will, O God. He took away the firſt (God 
528 explored both burnt offerings and the ſer- 
G 2 Es vice 
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vice of the Phariſees in the oldneſs of the letter), 
and eftabliſhed the ſecond. It was the good-will 
of his Father, in purpoſe and promiſe, to which he 
bowed his dying head: Father, into thy band I com- 
mend my ſpirit, Luke xxiii. 46. And by this WILL 
we are ſanfified, through the offering up the * of 

| Chrift once 1 all, Heb. x. 10. | 


Fs His pretending to boaſt of the blood of Chriſt l 
8 n to him the pardon of his ſins, when he has 
% none. ä 


This is ſtrange language! A believer cannot be 
ranked among the juſt until he has received the 
pardon of his ſins: his bleſſedneſs conſiſts in having 
his iniquity forgiven, and his fin covered; and his 
bleſſedneſs is confirmed by the gaod-will of God, 
in not imputing ſin to the enlarged debtor any more, 
having imputed it to his Surety: © Bleſſed is the 


« man to whom the Lord will not impute 'ſin.” 


Cometh this bleſſedneſs by your rule? Nay,. but 
by the law of faith. 
Pray, Sir, what is the Law? It is holy, juſt, good, 
and requires /ove. And does not the Father's. will 
of purpoſe, or his decree, ſecure all theſe things to 


F-. the elect? Whom he did foreknow, he did predeſti- 


a nate to be conformed to the image of bis Son, Rom. 
vii. 29. which image conſiſts in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, The Holy Spirit, to make us holy ; 
the gift of righteouſheſs, to make us juſt ; goodneſs 
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laid up, to make us good, Pſal. xxxi. 19. and the 
ſecurity of everlaſting love, to draw us to Chriſt: 
are the four things which the law requires; and 
theſe are the Pr which the decree _ forth, 
2 ii. 2. 

Does not the covenant of grace ſecure theſe four 

things to us? [ believe it does. He that remains 

in Jeruſalem ſhall be called noLy, Iſa. iv. 3. Thy 
people ſhall be all Rio rEOus, Ia. x. 21. M people 
ſhall be ſatisfied with my coopNtss, ſaith. the Lord, 
Jer. xxxi. 14. Aud 1 will circumciſe their beart to 
Love me, Deut. xxx. 6. Thus theſe things are 
found, held forth, and freely given to the e in 
the better covenant of promiſe. 

And are not theſe things laid up for us in Chriſt 
Jeſus? He ſays, Thy law is within my heart; and 
Paul ſays, it is the law of the Spirit of life, in Chriſt, 
that made him free. By his blood he ſhall ſprinkle 
many nations; he received the promiſed Spirit of 
the Father, and poured it out, to make us holy; he 
is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, to make. the 
believer juſt; we receive the good treaſure of grace 
from his fulneſs, to make us .good; and the love 
of Chriſt conſtrains us to love God and one ano- 
ther. Here are the four weighty matters of the 
law included in * W * Spirit of li fe in Chriſt 
TR 155 h057 

And does not the law of __ when ſealed on the 
believer's heart by the Spirit of God, produce theſe 
. under his own influence? I think he does. 


* He 


102 4 LETTER TO THE. 


He is the Spirit of bolineſs ; he teſtifies of 3 
veals the good treaſure of grace in the heart, and | 
ſheds abroad the Father's love there, Thus the be- 
liever is holy, as the law is holy; juſt, by faith, as 
' the law is juſt; good, by grace, as the law is good; 
loves God, as the law requires; and is @ ſpiritual 
man, as the law is ſpiritual, Theſe four things, 
which the law called for, which we could never. 
produce, and which that diſpenſation could never 
beſtow, are ſecured to all the ele@ in the —_— 
ble decree of God; which, when made known, is 
| the goud-will of him that dwelt inthe buſh ; attend- 
| ed with glory to God in the higheſt, on "eu pm i 
and good - will toward men. 
As theſe things are held forth in a YA un- 
conditional promiſe, the covenant of promiſe is 
5 5 the. e en . _ ne, 
e ; lan as dene up in Chrift, it ! is 
called by ln the law of eta of 4% 1 e 
fis. 
When JET to the believer, it is called pinning 
be lato in his heart, and writing it in his mind, or on 
the fleſhly tables of his heart, by the Spirit of the - tive 
ing God; which makes the faint a Ou! by pong 
known and read of all men. $2.4; 
Submiſſion to the ſovereign will of God in Chriſt 
is the ſaint's rule to which he firſt bows. 
When theſe things are WG] in his mind, be 1 


nns, cans ” 
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When made free from bondage by the applica» 
tion of theſe things, be is under the lau to Chrift. 

When theſe things are enjoyed under the opera · 
tion of God's Spirit, he righteouſneſs of the law is 
fulfilled in bim who Walks, not t after the fleſh, but H. 
ler the Spirit. 

'This is che man, and no other, who vs e 
of God after the inner man; for it is written on his 
mind; and with the mind he /erves the law of God, by 
ſerving in the 'newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the 
oldneſs of the letter. This is the man that knows 
righteouſneſs, the man in whoſe heart is God's law; 
he is zealous for good works, and performs them; 
worſhips in Spirit and in truth; walks in newneſs of 
life; ſerves with ſpiritual ſervice ; and produces 
the works of faith, lahour of love, and patience of 
| bope. All other profeſſors are nothing but empty 
trunk-makers ; criminals in chains, chattering about 
merit; baſtards, jangling about the law; or ſound- 
ing braſs, and tinkling cymbals, giving ſound with- 
out life, Holineſs, righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and love, 
are the weightier matters. Separate theſe, or at- 
tempt to fetch them from any other ſource than the 
purpoſe and promiſe of God, or from the Media- 
tor's heart, the Spirit's hand, or the ſaint's mind, 
and you are no miniſter of the Goſpel, but a vain 
jangler, or a ſpy, that entangles the ſaints in bon- 


dage ; and, excluſive of theſe things in the purpoſe 1 | 


and promiſe of God, in the heart of Chriſt, or the 
hand of the Spirit, make the law any thing elſe 
| eZ: 
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but a adopting of wake; a killing letter; or a yoke of 
Bondage, if you can I defy you. Let any rule of 
life be ſet before the ſaint but this, and the Spirit 
ſays you tempt God, ſubvert the fouls of believers, bo- 
witch them, impriſon the children of the free woman, 
and render Chriſt unprofitable to them. Bring 
the believer under any other law to Chriſt; enforce 
anyvother law upon his conſcience ; fet him to hold 
any other law to God; and to live, walk, or work, 
by any other rule than the above; and then publiſh 
it to the world; and, by God's help, I vill under- 
take to prove that the whole of the performance 
is no more than vain jangling, vain philoſophy, in- 
cConſiſtency, unconcluded, unaffirmed notions, un- 
ſcriptural fancies, and downright nonſenſe. 
That I might have an opportunity of difpurie 
this point with you, I have addreſſed this letter to 
5 your name; and ſhall ſubſcribe it with my own, 
that you may know who your antagoniſt is, and 
where to find him; and that the Chriſtian world 
may have an opportunity of judging between the 
taught of God, and thoſe of man; miniſters of the 
Spirit, and thoſe of the letter; the learned philoſo- 
pher, and the illiterate divine; the man of word, and 
the man of power; the maſter of arts, and the ſpi- 
ritual fool; the parſon- maker, and the parſon made. 
And, before you come forth again, take counſel, 
& lay your ſchemes deep, and puſh your arguments 
' -home ; leſt God ſhould enable me to ſpeak like the 
piercing of a ſword, and ſo get between the joints of 
354 N „ | your 
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your harneſs, and diſcover to the Chriſtian world | 
that this leading champion was never brought to 
| Jehovah's banner, much leſs Mu ar: for the To 
of the battle. | 

I have ſufficiently proved, that what you term 
ec Antinomianiſm, which is involved with ſo much 
« complicated guilt as to want a name to deſcribe 
« it,” is the everlaſting Goſpel of the bleſſed God; 
and do you overthrow theſe arguments, prove me a 
liar, and make my ſpeech nothing worth, if you 
can; and you may depend upon having the laſt 
word in this e ther if you are he e 
A 

I am not edel of the Goſpel that Chriſt hath 
taught me; I wiſh to publiſh the whole of it: and, 
if it appears that I am called and ſent of God to 
preach his word, I muſt confeſs that I think nine 
parts out of ten that are called Goſpel miniſters in 
our days, never were, either called of God to the 
knowledge of the truth, the fellowſhip of his Son, or 
to the miniſiry of the word. And (with reverence 
to the gentility and learning of Mr, Evans be i it ſpo- 
ken), by this performance c 5 his, i it does nat appear 
that ever he was, either called by the Holy Ghoſt 
to a ſavoury knowledge of the truth, the fellowſhip 
of Chriſt, or to the miniſtry of the Spirit. I wiſh. 
it may appear that he is. We are allowed of Chriſt, 
Sir, not only to judge them that are within, but to 
try the fpirits, and even them that ſay they are apoſtles, 
and prove them liars if they are not. The Spirit of 


the 
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the prophets is ſubject to the prophets. Let Mr. 
Evans publiſh, according to the oracles of God, 
his high vocation to the knowledge of the truth, the 
fellowſhip of Chriſt, the miniſtry of the Spirit, and 
to the higher office of qualifying veſſels of mercy 
for the Maſter's ufe, or fitting out miniſters of mar 
and by man (which I know conſcience and pride 
will never ſuffer him to do, leſt he ſhould be put to 
ame) —if he does, I will, by the help of God, 
conſider the performance, return an anſwer, and 
expoſe myſelf as an impoſtor for ever, if he diſputes 
me either ont of my rule, or out of the good hope 
through grace that God, in the multitude of big 
mercy, hath fayoured me wigh.; _-_ 7 


} I the Jaw be ee eee ee 3 

40 lege can it be, any more than duty, to.delight in the law 
« of God after the inner man? Or what ground of pleaſurg 
© can ariſe from the hope of awaking | in the Divine like- 
nes 

11 the * be the believer? 's rule of life, the tenop 
of which is, This do, and thou ſhalt live; it can be 
no privilege, for the law worketh wrath, and the 
ſtrength of fin is the law ; for, where there is no 
law, there is no tranſgreſſion. And, as to the duty 
It requires, its demands are ſuch a yoke as neither 
the apoſtles, nor the fathers, were able to bear— 
And this Mr. Evans would allow alſo, if ever the 
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commandment had come to him, to revive his ſin, 
rout the conſeguental FE, and ſlay his legal hope. 

« Nor can the believer ever delight in the law 
« of God after the inner. mag, as a, covenant. of 
works, and as a killing letter; which is the unlaw- 
ful way in which you have handled it with reſpe& 
to believers. _ The ſubſtance of it muſt be viewed 
in the purpoſe of God, the promiſe of God, the 
fulneſs of the Mediator, the hand of the Spirit, and 
in the mind of the ſaint, before he can take any de- 


light in . 
Nor can he ever 5 to awake f in the Divine 


likeneſs by that rule. 
But, like the proud Phariſce, the blind kgaliſt, | 
the carnally-ſecure hypocrite, go on in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, hoping in the law, and bearing about 
that lamp without oil, till it goes out in obſcure 
darkneſs: and he, inſtead of awaking in the Divine | 
likeneſs, life up his eyes in hell. ly "tu 


A notion more corrupt, more falſe, more full of evil 
and dangerous conſequences, cannot infect the human 
* mind.“ 3 3 l „ ag ere 


| Then, Lag to this corngrapht a 5 — 
of eſcaping all corruption, falſe doftrines, perilous 
evil, and dangerous conſequences, which inſect the 
human mind, is by confeſſing that Moſes's law is 
the believer's only rule of life—which you ſhall ne- 


ver prove while I can read the Bible. This aſſer- 
NE e 
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tion amounts to this, That grace, to eſcape corrup- 
tion; truth, to eſcape falſehood ; goodneſs, to 
_ eſcape evil, and dangerous conſequences ; come 
from the law : but, as for the grace and truth that 
came by Jeſus Chriſt, the diſpenſation of the Spirit, 
it is neither a ſtandard of fin or holineſs, vice or 
virtue : that the fins of all believers againſt the law 
of the Spirit can be no ſins, for there can be none 
to pardon unleſs the law be a rule; and that be- 
nevers ſinning againſt light, love, mercy, truth, 

and grace, are not culpable — nor can they want 
| any pardon, for it 1s no rule of life, walk, work, or 
obedience; the only rule and ſtandard of all which 
= is s the e Law, a and that's was given by Moſes. 55 | 


_ The peace it brings is a : & peace and Sil be 
14 ſound, in the end, to be only the prelude of deſtruction. 
It may be ſweet to a corrupt heart for a moment; but, 


in the end, it will bite like a' ſerpent, and fting like an 
, adder,” 


8 ＋ he Aiden is charged with holding doc- 
trines that exalt the grace of God, debaſe the ſinner, 
and make Chriſt all in all; (only it is in pretence;) 
and with calling faith, and the law of love, the only 
rule of believers; which brings a falſe peace, and 
is the prelude of deſtruction. which is only ſweet to 
à corrupt heart for a moment; but, in the end, the 
law of faith and love will bite like a ſerpent, and 
ling like an adder. Then, where i is peace, deli- 
a verance 


TT EET 
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verance from deſtruction, from the ſting of death, 5 
and the deaf adder, that ſtoppeth her ears, to come 

from? If it comes from the law of Moſes, which 
is your only rule of life, why does Paul ſay, The 
ting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law; 
but, thanks be to. God, which giveth us the victory. 
through our Lord Jgſus Chriſt ? If the eyes of the 
blind are opened, the ears of the deaf unſtopped ; 
if the lame man leaps as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb ſings; it is not becauſe the fiery 
law is revealed, but becauſe the waters of life 
break out in the wilderneſs; and the ſtreams of _ 
love, righteouſneſs, pony Jay. and 17 flow in | 
the deſart. | | 


« This is the will of God, even your ſanctification. ? 


Tree, Sir; but they will never obtain ſanctifica- 
tion by your rule of life. Chriſt took away the 


law of commandments contained in ordinances, and 


nailed it to his croſs, that he might eſtabliſn the 
good will of purpoſe and promiſe : for your fule mad 
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a bitter "hope 
did; by the which we draw nigh unto God, who ſanc- 
tifies us. Then ſaid 1, Lo! I come to do thy will, O 
God! He taketh away the firſt, God wills not 
burnt- offerings, nor a ſervice in the oldneſs of the 
letter, that he may eſtabliſh the ſecond, that requires 
faith and a ſpiritual ſervice: which good - will of God 
WILLS us the body of Chrifs and the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; 
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Ghoſt ; by the which wit. we are fanffified, through 
the offering up of the body of Chrif once fur all, Heb. 
x. S1 10. 

e And the great defign of the truth of God in Chriſt, 
4 revealing to you a free and. full ſalvation, is that you 


at may be ſanctified by it here, and be glorified iT it in the 
* Ca ck lanctif cation of your ſouls hereafter. 2 


1 wiſh every alinifier of the letter, every bond 
child, and every Arminian, who are ſtrangers to the 
| high obligations of faith, and the cords of eternal 
love, would let the Goſpel alone, and ftick to their 
- own rule; which is ſo plain, that he who runs may 
read it big po, and THou ſhalt live—and not ſet 
the law forth as the believer's only rule of life ; in- 
ſinuating, that © fanCtification, perſonal holineſs, 
r and good works,” are to ſpring from an outward 
 pbſervance of that ; that the law of faith is no 
« fangard of vice or virtue; and that * fins againſt 
< it can be no fins that want pardon;— for without 
che legal rule there is no tranſgreſſion;—and accuſe | 
thoſe © who talk of faith and love being the rule of 
< life, as contending for love to their luſts, whims, 
_ & fancies, and licentious, unſcriptural principles; 
and thatenforcing the law, or God's preceptive will, 
as the only rule to obtain ſanctification and good 
works, entitles a man to the name of Orthodox; : 
while all who cannot put into their mouth, ſtamp 
"with "helr ed bite with their teeth, and ery, 
1 | * * Peace! 
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ce Peace! peace l“ muſt bear the ſcandal of empty 
declaimers, lovers of luſt, Antinomians, and Here- 
tics; and that by men who have neither light, 
knowledge, power, nor experience — nothing to 
recommend them, or entitle them to pre- eminence, 
but their own noiſe l— After all this, he tell us 


The great deſign of the truth of God in Chriſt, in 
« revealing to us a free ſalvation, is, that we may be ſanc- 
* tified by it here, and be glorified by it, in the 9 
« dane eee of our ſouls, hereafter wy 


This, Sir, is coming over to the Antinomian he- 
reſy ; allowing the ſufficiency of the Goſpel z and 
ce involving your ſoul in all the complicated guilt 
<« which you have charged them with.” Degrad- 
ing Goſpel miniſters, in defence of the bond child's 
rule, and then concluding with the very faith held+ 
by the heretics; is making the diſpenſation of the 
Holy Ghoſt a trap to entangle the juſt, and a . 
to veil che e 6 of the author. 


| « That you may be 1 faithful wah the day of 
the Lord Jeſus, ſhine as lights in a dark world, adorn 


* ing the doQtrine of your God and Saviour in alt | 
5 G's pt | | 


Ic the law is the only rule of life, and founrain.of | 
n why * * « wiſh them to abide 
0 faithful?" 
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* faithful? 2. The law is not of faith, but of works, 
for © he that doeth thoſe things ſhall live in them.” 
And how can you expect them “ to ſhine as lights _ 

e in the world,” when you have intimated that the 
light of the Goſpel is no ſtandard either of vice 
© or virtue?” © What ſtandard can there be of 

e vice and virtue,” ſay you, © if the law be no 

rule of life?” You haye ſet Moſes before them, 
and then tell them to ſhine in Chriſt ; though the 
Scriptures declare that, to this day, when Moſes is | 
read, the veil is upon their heart. In reading the 
Old Teſtament, the veil remains; which veil is 
done away in Chriſt, To expect people to be 

4 faithful to Chriſt,” by exalting the Law, and de- 

| baſing the Goſpel; to *« ſhine as lights,” when you 
have brought them to blackneſs and darkneſs; and 
to © adorn the doctrine of the Saviour,” when you 
have told them that it is © no ſtandard of vice and : 
ce yirtue;”—is, I conceive, building apain what 
you have before MEER and RR Mm 2 
tranſgreſſor. 
Your concluſion confirms all that you have 
charged the Antinomians with, overthrows all that 
you have ſaid about the Lawy and n 115 Au- 
dhor a vain jangler, 


: 


« We moſt affectionately commend you to God, and to 

„ the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
* and give you an inheritance en them that are fanc- 
EX ge | 66 tificd 


6 
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= Oy" in Chriſt Jeſus. And remain your Moon 
„ brother, & c.“ | 


11 this n be true, half the preceding ar- 
giuments are falſe. How can you © commend them 
© to the word of God's grace,” when it is © neither 
« a rule of life, nor a ſtandard of right and wrong?” 
And the contenders for it, you ſay, are © in love 
_ «& with their own luſts. How can this © word of 
ce grace be able io build them up, if perſonal holi- 
neſs, good works, and ſanctification, come by en- 
_ forcing the legal rule? And, if they are to receive 
an inheritance by the word of God's grace,” how 
can enforcing the grace of God © involve people in 
&« ſuch complicated guilt,” as you affirm it does? 
And, if this“ ſanctification is in Chriſt Jeſus,” Why 
is the believer driven to ſeek it in Ezekiel's roll? 
Faith, purity, and good works, Sir, always go to- 
gether. He who enforces faith, will ſoon perceive 
the fruits; he who poſſeſſes faith, will ſnew it by his 
works, God purifies our hearts by faith, and faith 
% produces good works; on which account they are 
called Faith's works, in contradiſtinction to the Le- 
galiſt s dead works - which appear to me to be the 
only works you contend for. Enforcing the Law's 
requirements from the purpoſe of God, the covenant 
of promiſe, the fulneſs of Chriſt, the hand of the 
Spirit, and the experience of the juſt, ſhall never be 
excluding the Law, ſetting aſide the Law, or making 
the Law void. * he n of purpoſe and pro- 
H miſe 
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miſe ſecures the demands of the Law to the cite 
Veſiel's mind and heart by an irrevocable decree, 
which cannot be called excluding it. The righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in them who walk af- 
ter the Spirit, which cannot be called /efting the Law 
fide ; and preaching the faith eſtabliſhes the Law, 
which cannot make it void. This good-will of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus ſecures not only ſalvation and glory, 
but is the grand cauſe of all the uſefulneſs and 
faithfulneſs, good words and good works, that have 
ever been wrought or brought forth in the world, 
either in the ſaints or zy the ſaints. They ſhall 

ce be willing in the day of my power. I will put 
e my laws within them. They Shall keep my com- 

ce mandments, and do them. They ſhall” not de- 

« part from me. I will direct their work in truth. 

t will do them good with my whole heart and 

« whole ſoul. They hall love me, that they may 

« live. They ſhall call me, My Father,” and 
« My God,” and fall not turn away from me. 
*The righteous ſpall hold on his way, From 
er the belly 0i// I bear yo! to old age and hoary 
« hairs will I carry you.” This is the doctrine that | 
wounds the Devil in his intereſt, and ſhakes the 
ſandy foundation of the hypocrite : it brings glory to 
God in the higheſt, and on earth peace; which Satan 
Cannot endure. Therefore the Phariſees were ſtirred | 
up to traduce Chriſt, as paying no regard to the 


aa in not keeping the Sabbath-day; and Paul, as 


affirming, Let us do evil, that good may come. And, 
with, 14 55 in 


4 


will be wei; ightd, in an even balance ; and, whatever | 


lance of human judgment, fark I am that the be- 
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in our day, ediforcing this irrevocable decree in 
Chriſt, and the branches of it, which are productive 
of every good fruit, is called licentious Principles; 
and the maintainers of them are ſtyled Heretics, Au- 
tinomians, and lovers of their own luſis; and all this 
under a maſk of holineſs and good works; which 
the Devil knows none but Chriſt can give. Nor 
can my accuſers ſhew any more power, knowledge, 
experience, holineſs, or good works, by ocular de- 
monſtration, than } can, unleſs it be in word: All 
the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, but the 
Ind weigheth the Spirit, Prov. xvi. 2. The time 
will come when the heretic and the ſound divine 


„ Ws £* 


liver ſhall never be found wanting in this. There- 


Le talk no more ſo exceeding proudly; for God 


a God of knowinkgs, and by bies « actions are 


pr 5 5 


We live in a time when 4 are upſide down. 


In the e Apoſtles days, the work of an Evangeliſt 


Was much inſiſted on, and a Chriſtian ſound in the 
faith was highly eſteemed; but, ſince men have 
ſet up the trade of heaping to themſelves teachers, mat- 
ters are much altered. A man may be ſound in 
the faith; ſound in ſpirit, practice, and principle; 


be born again of the Holy Ghoſt; live in the fear 
of God, and in union with Chriſt ; be circumſpe&t 
| in, his life, and uſeful in his day; be owned and ho- 


H 2 Ze noured 


„ 
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noured of God as a preacher, and have a thouſand 
ſeals to his commiſſion - and yet be nothing but an 
Antinomian: he may walk in faith and love, as Chriſt 
hath loved him; which is walking in the command- 
ments of God blameleſs and yet /et afide the Law, 
and make it void, by a life of faith, The queſtion is 
not, (now) Whether a man be ſound in the faith? 
nor, Whether he handles the Law lawfully? But, 
Whether he can fay, and will maintain, that the | 
Law of Moſes is the only rule of life for Chriſt's 
diſciples? A man who can frequent' a playhouſe, 
play at trapball, be a gameſter, a muſician, or 2 
mere impoſtor, may keep the pulpit, receive the 
right-hand of fellowſhip, and be deemed orthodox, 
if he can but enforce and maintain this point; and 
throw out the word Antinomian againſt thofe enthu- 
fiaſts who contend for the Spirit's work ; though, 
at the ſame time, he himſelf knows no more of the 
Law than he does of the Goſpel. Nor has any 
one that has wrote againſt me ever ſet the Law 
forth in its proper light, handle it lawfully, or done 
Juſtice to ir—and, I may add, they never will, unleſß 
God eſtabliſh their hearts 8 | ance and guide 
them by his Spirit. 
* Almoſt every week produces ſomething new on 
this ſubject. It hath been lately advanced in public, 
that the evangelized Lat is the believers only ryk 
of life. A multitude of opinions (though widely 
different), by the „light and cunning of their au- 
- thors, have ts a Fey: phenomenon, like 
= pee IIIraers 
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Iſrael's Jewels conſolidated into Aaron' s calf; An . 
Evangelized Law is brought forth; that is, chey 
have evangelized the miniſtration of death; and, by 
the ſovereign influence of human wiſdom, the nature 


of it is quite altered: it is now attended with a 


Goſpel power, to influence, quicken, enlarge, and 
evangelize, the human mind. So that this, as the 
better covenant, has the pre-eminence over the Law 
of faith; and the works of this Law ſhall reign, 
through this human tranſubſtantiation of ſubſtances, | 
or tranſmigration of powers, to life eternal! This 
is another branch of vain jangling. Fs 

While one thus legalizes the Goſpel to evange- 
lze the Law, others are nibbling at Providence, 
7 allowing Faith to lay no warrantable hold there. 
Some. have preached, and others publiſhed, that 
the believer has no right to a/#, or pray, for tempo- 
ral things, Theſe things are promiſed ; but they 
muſt not be prayed for; nor muſt God be inquired 
of to fulfil his promiſe, or to do theſe things for us. 
For a poor ſaint to ſay, Give us, this day, our daily 
bread, is declarative of an earthly mind. To cleave 
to God, as one's only overſeer and provider; and 
ſay, « If God will be with me, and will keep me | 
in this way that 1 go, and will give me bread to 

* eat, and raiment to put on, ſo that 1 come again 
„ to my father's 8 in peace, then ſhall the 
« Lord be my God,” Gen. xxviii, 20, 21.— this 
is not acting like the ſaint. If God ſent a famine, 


we muſt make no inquiry, like David; nor once 
9 2 7-5 0 
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aſk the Gibeonites, either to pray, « or bleſs the 
people of the Lord, that the famine may be re- 
moved. Nor aſk God to deliver us from ſtrange 
children; and that our ſons may be as plants 
grown up, and our daughters as the corner-ſtones 
of a palace: That our garners may be full, affording 
all manner of ftore; that our ſheep may bring forth 
thouſands, and ten thouſands „ in our Preets ; ; that our 
oxen may be Hrong to labour; that there be no break- 
ing in nor going out ; that there be no complaining in 
our fireets. © Happy is the people that is in ſuch 
te a caſe; yea, happy is that people whoſe God is 
« the Lord.” Pal. cxliv. God had promiſed by 
Moſes that they ſhould eat old fore, and bring forth 
the old becauſe of the new, Levit. xxvi. 10, And 
David prays God to ſend the fore promiſed. And 
Agur preſumed likewiſe: © Two things have I re- 
« quired of thee; deny me them not before I die: 
« Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me 
ec neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with food con- 
& genient for me—leſt I be full, and deny thee; and 
« ſay, Who is the Lord? —or leſt I be poor, 
. and ſteal, and take the name of my God in vain.” 
Prov. xxx. 7. 8, 9. But theſe Old Teſtament ſaints 
had the pre- eminence; it muſt not be ſo done in 
our days—though many of this ſort of men take 2 
worſe ſtep to get a ſupply; and others indulge a 
worſe ſpirit (than that of prayer) f in keeping what 
they have already hoarded up. 
I wiſh Mr. Evans you receive * the law from tbe 
eg 
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Saviour's mouth, and lay up bis words in his beart, 
Job xxii. 22. I believe he would find that /aw to 
be the Jaw of faith, and that word to be the word 
of life ; and, ſo far from repreſenting the Law of 
Faith as no rule of obedience, he would acknow- 
ledge that the everlaſting commandment of God calls 
| for ſuch obedience—as it is written, . Now to him 
de that is of power to eſtabliſh you, according to 
c my Goſpel, and the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt; 
ce according to the revelation of the myſtery, which | 
ce was kept ſecret ſince the world began, but now 
« js made manifeſt, and by the Scriptures of the 
« prophets, according to the commandment of the 
« everlaſiing God, made KNOWN to all nations, for 
# the OBEDIENCE of the ralr g.“ Rom. xvi. 
25, 26. | 
This circular Letter will never bing glory to 
God, nor produce any good works in men nor 
do l believe that it will ever do honour to the Au- 
thor, the Judgment of the Aſſociation, or the Mode- 
rator. I] conclude my Addreſs with that diſtance 
and reſpe& due to the gentleman and the ſcholar ; 
and ſubſcribe myſelf a miniſter, not of man, nor by 
man—and, whether a Heretic or an nn by 
the ger of Goa, - | 


EF ab 
| What * am, 


W. HUNTINGTON, 8. 8. 


Wincheſter 3 Paddin 
July 26, I 789. g 
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A WORD TO THE READER. 


COURTEOUS READER, — 


Ir is not my intention to juſtify or vindicate the 
perſon, character, liſe, preaching, or writings, of 
every one who is called an Antinomian. I vill de- 
fend no ſort of Antinomians but ſuch as are born 
again of the Holy Ghoſt, who live under the domi- 
nion of grace, and whoſe conduct and converſation 
are agreeable to the meaſure of faith received. 

| Thoſe who allow of uo prayer for temporal things, 
who allow of any /alvation in popery, who deny a 
ſecond afylication of the blood of | ſprinkling, who 
feat lightly of prayer, and talk of the fatherly ſeve- 
rity of God being 20 puniſhment to his children— 

-I have nothing to do with; for theſe notions are as 
Falſe as the Bible is true. WT 
The point which I inſiſt upon is, That the nature 


of the Law, which is holy, ju/f, and good; together 


with its requirements, love to God and our neigh- 
bour; are ſecured in the purpoſe of God, the cove- 
nant of grace, the fulneſs of Chriſt, and the hand of 
the Spirit: and are produced in the ſouls of all 
God's elect by the operations of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And, although the Rod out of Zion includes both 
ce nature and demands of the inferior rod of Myjes, 
yer theſe two muniſtrations mult not be jumbled to- 
| gether, 
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gether. God hath two covenants; the one of 
works, and the other of grace: theſe are called, the 
law of works, and the law of faith. The one is a 
miniſtration of condemnation, the other of ſal- 
vation. One is a miniſtry of the letter, the other of 
the Spirit. One is a voice of words, the other the 
word of life. Theſe muſt be kept apart. The law 
is not of faith, but of works; nor is faith of the law, 
but of grace. The one was graven on tables of 
ſtone, and written on parchment ; the other is put 
in the mind, and written on the heart. The former 
was a law of the hand, and might be put in the 
pocket; the latter is put in the mind, and 
kept in the heart. The former is the ſtrength of 
ſin, 1 Cor. xv. 5 6. the miniſtration of death, 
2 Cor. iii. 7. and of condemnation, 2 Cor. iii. 93 
the latter is the miniſtration of pardon, reconciliation, 
righteouſneſs, life, and ſalvation, He that expects 
life, ſanctification, or perfection, by the works df 
the law, the reward is reckoned of debt. The 
law is the labourer's rule 7 his do, and thou ſbalt 
live. His reward is of works; and, if by works, 
then it is no more of grace. To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteouſneſs: his reward 
1s reckoned of grace, or free bounty ; and if by 
grace, then is it no more of works. In the law, 
God's will of commandments is made known to the 
ſervant, what he will have done, and what he will 
have left undone; and what may be expected by 


/ 
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the ſervant if the maſter” s will be obeyed. God's 
vill of purpoſe and of promiſe is made known by 

| the Spirit, in the law of faich, to the pre- adopted 

| ' ſons: Having made known to us the myſtery of his 

| will, This good-will of purpoſe reveals what is to 
be believed, received, and expected, by the heirs of 
promiſe—and all of grace. To the ſons it is given 
0 know theſe myſteries of the kingdom, but not to the 
ſervants: The ſervant knows not what his Lord doth ; 
to him it is ſpoken in parables, and the preaching of 
it is to him fooliſhneſs, 

. Theſe two covenants, theſe two rules, theſe two | 
= laws, together with the bond woman and the free 
| woman, the child of the Fleſh and the child of the 
Spirit, the ſervant and the ſon, muſt be kept aſunder 
= by an earneſt contention for the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints : for there are certain men crept in un- 
| awares, who are ever blending theſe two covenants 

| together by a yain jangling, knowing neither what 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. One goſpelizes 
the miniſtration of the killing letter, while another 
legalizes the diſpenſation of the Spirit, One ridi- 
cules the ſovereignty, impeaches the juſtice, and 
contemns the counſel, of his Maker, and debaſes 
him to a level with the ſinner ; while another exalts 
the free-agency and perfection of the rebel above 
him. One ſtrips the bond child of his rule, and 
makes it the only rule of the ſon's life; another 
applies God's good-will to the briars and thorns, 
which are nigh unto n and debaſes the heir 
- A 
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of promiſe. Thus one dreſſes up the Law, and 
robs the Goſpel; the other ſtrips the heir to adorn 
the ſlave. One ſets up Moſes (whoſe office it is to 
accuſe the legaliſt) on the throne of Zion's King ; 
and renders the Lord's government ſo imperfect, 
that his ſubjects have no rule but what is fetched 
from the ſervant, who was no more than a witneſs 
of the grace and truth that was to.come by the 
Maſter. Another enforces a perfect obedience to 
the ſervant's rule, before we can obtain favour of 
the King ; degrading the merit of the Sovereign, to 
exalt the ſervant and the letter. But, as it was in 
the beginning, ſo it is now, and ever ſhall be - for 

Moſes had in old time, hath now, and will have, in 
every city, them that preach bim. „55 
Every choſen Veſſel, when the chant | 
comes with power to revive ſin, and ſlay the ſinner, 
turns his feet to the legal. teftimonies ; makes haſte, 
and. delays not, to keep the commandments, as the only 
way that ſeems right to a man: but ancient experi- 
_ ence, as well as modern, teaches us, that a would 
have fainted unleſs they had believed, A believing 
view of Chriſt ; ſubmiſſion to the ſovereign will of 

God revealed in him; and a cordial reception of 
him, 46 our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſan#ifcatiqn, and 
redemption, are the firſt acts of obedience that ſtand 
for any thing in God's account ;—and he gives the 
| believing ſoul a ſenſibility of his approbation, by 
the pardon of his ſins; the powerful operations of 
his Spirit; a ſenſe of divine love; the enjoyment of 
peace and reconciliation 5 enlargement of heart; 

deliverance 
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deliverance from the fear of death, wrath, and 
bondage; and by all the joys of a riſing, lively, and 
glorious - hope. While the believer's will lies 
ſtraight, or runs parallel, with the ſovereign will of 
this Father in Chriſt Jeſus, he walks with God, and 
takes heaven with him: he heareth not rebuke.; nor 
1s there any dreadful ſound in his. ears; nor is he 
afraid of evil tidings ; his heart is fixed, truſting in the 
Lord. But, if he neglects the means of grace, 
omits prayer, and aims not at keeping up commu- 
nion with his God; though the Ten Command- 
ments ſay nothing about theſe things, yet he is 
ſummoned by his conſcience to another hearing, and 
at another bar, where inguiſition is ſtrictly made, and 
the cry of the humble attended to. Here the believer 
finds that, with a froward man, the Lord will ſhew 
himſelf froward; with a perverſe child, he will 
Ahew himſelf perverſe ; with a perfect one, he will 
ſhew himſelf perfect; and with an upright man, he will 
ſhew himſelf upright. At this bar humbling grace 
attends both the inquiſition and the chaſtening rod, 
which cannot be the caſe in the court of judica- 
ture. Nor can humbling grace be obtained by a 
rule that worketh wrath, where Juſtice vill by no 
means clear the guilty. No man, either ſaint or ſin- 
ner, was ever humbled, ſoftened, or ſweetened, at 
that bar. Devils, charged with folly, and deſperate 
rebels, are both witneſſes of this truth, who are 
obliged to ſtand the fiery teſt when they would 

fain fly out of God's band. Every awakened ſinner | 

(as before obſerved) flies to the Law, as his only 
8 rule 
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rule of life, walk, conduct, and converſation ; and 
he finds by ſad experience that there is nothing but 
deftruftion and miſery in all his ways, till he bows 
to the better yoke, and ſubmits to another rule, 
which is attended with ſaving health, and di- 
rects his ere to che way of life and path of 
peace. 
Under was calling, en yolle; wn by 
which thou couldeſt neither live, walk, nor conduct 
thyſelf; theſe legal gentlemen wiſh to bring thy neck 


_ © again: for unexperienced men know nothing ſav- 


ingly of the Goſpel rule; therefore they can form 
no juſt ideas of the immortal ties of love, the do- 
minion of grace, the powerful operations of the 
Spirit, and an heart- felt union with Chriſt: they 
know of no Bands or cords but the ſlaviſh fear of 
death and hell; and therefore enforce perſonal ho- 
lneſs and good works from the Law; which was 
the work of the ancient ſpies who came in to ſpy 
out the liberty of the ſaints; and then ſent the juſ- 
tified Galatians, who had begun in the Spirit, to 
the Law, 10 be made perfect by the fleſh : whereas 
he who is ſubjected to the will of the Father of 
ſpirits, is cbaſtened for his profit, and made a par- 
taker of God's holineſs, Heb. xii. 10. and, being 
joined to the Lord, he is one Spirit; and, by vir- 
tue of this union, he receives grace, ſtrength, and 
a freſh ſupply of the Spirit, to prepare and qua- 
| lify him for every good word and work: and this 


| ſoul-ſatisfying union is felt and enjoyed as long as a 


ſaint 
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ſaint walks with God; in humble ſubmiſſion and 
reſignation to his ſovereign will; but, if he reſiſt 
the will of his God, by diſputing againſt or oppoſ- 
ing bis decrees, by murmuring at the daily croſs, 
or fretting at different changes of heart, or at try- 
ing and intricate providences, he makes to himſelf 
crooked paths, and he that 'gves therein ſhall not 
enjoy peace. He acts like Jonah, runs counter to 
his rule; the ſtorm purſues him, and in time ſinks 
him; till out of the belly of bell he cries, conſcious 
that he has ob/erved lying vanities, and forſaken bis 
own mercy: the thoughts of which, and his baſe 
ingratitude, - conſtrain him once more to fix his 
longing eyes, not on Sinai, But on the Mercy-/ſeat 
in the holy Temple—after which, in anſwer to a few 
confeſſions and ſupplications put up, he comes forth 
again, crying, Salvation is of the Lord. But, if he 
will again diſpute. the point, and reſiſt the will of 
his Father, after a few expoſtulations, a violent heat 
| ſhall wither all his joys and comforts; and an eaſt 
wind ſhall beat upon his head-till he faints; and, 
when he comes to himſelf, he will fay, Thy wiLL 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven; which ſeems, 
by thoſe words, to be the only rule, both , angels, 
And the /prrits of juſt men made perfect. For what 
oeelſe can be the only rule of the family of heaven 
and earth, but the good- will of God in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, ſeeing angels themſelves ſtand not on the tot- 
tering baſis of free- will, but are elected and con- 
firmed by ſovereign grace in Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
| | | Ms 
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the head of all principality and power? And, 
whether this good-will of God in Chriſt to the 
elect be revealed in a command or a promiſe, the glo- 
rious bleſſing is life in both, and is a free gift, [7 
know that his commandment is life everlaſting, John 
xii. 50, Aud this is the promiſe that he hath OY ; 


F u, even eternal life, 1 John ii. 25. 


While the Maſter's will of commandments 1 re- 
ſpecting the deſolate woman and her children keeps 
the bond fraternity all their lifetime ſubject to 
bondage; the Maſter ſtanding, not on the diſpoſi- 
tion of the ſervant's heart, but on the goodneſs of 
his work, and declaring the offender in one point io 
be guilty of all; under this diſpenſation he lives, 
which makes him hate coming to a reckoning z.. 
under this he dies, which makes him wiſh for. a 
covenant with death, and an agreement with hell. 
Convinced that the bed which he hath made is 
too ſhort for a reſting-place, and his legal cover- 
ings too narrow to hide his guilt, a conſciouſneſs 
of this will force him to call on the rocks to fall 
on him, and to the hills to cover him; for, if he 
hath been inflamed with rage at the green Tree, 
| what but the work of fiery indignation can be done 
in the dry? 

By the preaching of the Goſpel the Lin may be 
conſidered as eſtabliſhed in the following manner: 

It is eſtabliſhed, in the hand of a ſin- avenging 
God, 'againſt all. the ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ- 
nels of wicked men, as 4 fiery law; a fire is kin= 
died. 
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dled in mine anger, and ſhall burn to the loweſt hel 
_ xxxli. 22. 

It is eſtabliſhed in the heart of every enemy to 
the Saviour, as a witneſs for God againſt them, 
for ſuch are under the curſe; and the curſe of God ' 
is in the tabernacle of the wicked, and the wrath Y | 
God (revealed in the lau) abideth on them. Ng 

It is a witneſs for God againſt all the heathen ; 
_ acculing and excuſing of their thoughts and con- 
ſcience ſhew the works of the law written in 
their hearts. - | 

It is eſtabliſhed, as magnified and made 8 
able, in the heart of the Mediator, who is both our 
Ark and Mercy- ſeat; which is the law's appointed 

place, where it is kept ſo cloſe as never to arreſt 
nor curſe any poor penitent ſinner who ſeeks the 
mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the end of 
the law for righteouſneſs to all that believe. 

By the imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to the 
believer, and by the love of God ſhed abroad in his 
heart, the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in 
him, and is eſtabliſhed in his mind and conſcience ; 
and as thus fulfilled 1 in him, after the inner. n he 
loves it. 

It is eſtabliſhed in the hand of God the Father 
as a moſt ſevere rod: Bleſſed is the man whom \thou 
chaſteneft, © Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy law, 
that thou mayeſi give him reſt from adverfity. And 
every ſuch an one, having heard and learned of the 

Father, ſays the Saviour, cometh unto m. 
Ye TO And 
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And laſtly, it is eſtabliſhed by preaching the 
| Goſpel in the hand of the Judge of quick and 
dead—furniſhing him with a flaming ſword, and an 
iron rod; this ſword ſhall come down on the peo- 
ple of his curſe to judgment, and this rod will daſh. 
the wicked in pieces like a potter's veſſel ; when 
Chriſt ſhall appear-as a juſt God, and a Saviour; 
a juſt God to the wicked, and as a Saviour to the 
ſaints, and to be admired in all that believe. 
That my Reader may be enlightened to ſee the 
things which differ—the difference between the law 
of faith and that of works; between the Spirit of li- 
| berty and that of bondage; between a miniſter of ' 
the Spirit, who preaches Chriſt, and is called an 
Antinomian, and a miniſter of the letter, who fa. 
vours Arminianiſm, and yet is called orthodox 
and, after trying all things, be enabled to hold faſt 
that which is good—is the prayer and A of | 


Thy Gaichful Friend, | 
And wing Servant 1 in a Chr Jeſus, 


' HUNTINGTON, . 


THE END. 


